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SMOKE ALARM 

Activists: Fumes from W'burg fire are cancer-causing 



By Danielle Furfaro 

The Brooklyn Paper 

City health officials put Wil¬ 
liamsburg and Greenpoint resi¬ 
dents at risk by not telling them 
to stay indoors all day Saturday 
as a major fire began, blanketing 
the neighborhoods in carcinogenic 
haze, according to environmen¬ 
tal health activists. 

The millions of paper records, 
still burning in the CitiStorage 
warehouse between N. 10th and 
N. 11th streets at press time on 
Wednesday, are releasing can¬ 
cer-causing chemicals, the crit¬ 
ics charge. The city waited 14 
hours from the start of the fire 
to issue a warning, which is un¬ 
acceptable, they say. 

“The city’s health department 
and Department of Environmen¬ 
tal Protection response has been 
lackluster at best, and they have 
both been extremely slow in re¬ 
sponding to this major incident,” 
said Mike Schade, a Greenpoint 
environmental activist who works 
days at the national advocacy group 
Safer Chemicals, Healthy Fami¬ 
lies. “It is shameful. We citizens 
rely on governments to do their 
jobs and protect the people who 
live in the community, and they 
are not doing it.” 

Bleached white paper con¬ 
tains chlorine. When that pa¬ 
per is burned, it releases nasty 
chemicals called dioxins, which 
the World Health Organization 
says cause reproductive, devel¬ 
opmental, immune system, and 
hormonal problems, as well as can¬ 
cer. Other pollutants that may have 


been released could cause respira¬ 
tory problems, including asthma, 
and headaches, according to an on¬ 
line petition Schade and other ac¬ 
tivists launched on Tuesday. 

“It is not the same thing as burn¬ 
ing logs in your wood stove,” said 
Michael Heimbinder, a founder of 
HabitatMap, which builds tools for 
community organizing around en¬ 
vironmental issues. “This is very 
toxic and the volume of toxic air 
emissions is substantial. That is 
not safe air to breathe.” 

The petition demands that the 
city perform an investigation into 
the response, create a response 
plan for big fires in the future, 
develop a system for air moni¬ 
toring during such fires, and re¬ 
lease all air-quality data related 
to this one. 

Schade said he was horrified 


to hear that the city waited all day 
once the fire starting burning to 
send out a brief message urging 
residents in the area to stay inside 
with their windows closed. 

“Families with kids are not out 
at 10 o’clock at night, but they were 
all that day. That is when they 
needed to know,” he said. 

The health department’s mes¬ 
sage to residents downplayed the 
possible health risks. The full mes¬ 
sage reads: 

“The health department recom¬ 
mends that residents either down¬ 
wind or in the vicinity of the fire 
limit exposure by staying indoors 
and keeping their windows closed. 
Local air quality has been affected 
but is not likely to cause signifi¬ 
cant health problems for healthy 
people. People who are vulnerable, 
like seniors, children and people 


with respiratory conditions, may 
experience some difficulty breath¬ 
ing, but anyone in the immediate 
area who experiences shortness of 
breath or chest pains should seek 
medical attention. If people do not 
notice smoke, they do not need to 
take special precautions. The odor 
may be present long after worri¬ 
some levels of smoke abate.” 

One local said that the scene this 
week reminds him of the aftermath 
of the Sept. 11 attacks. 

“I worked at 9-11 at ground 
zero helping out the Red Cross,” 
said Jonathan Burkan, who lives 
at Kent Avenue and N. Eighth 
Street. “That was the last time 
I have seen such smoke and so 
many fire trucks.” 

Burkan said he is considering 
moving out temporarily to get away 
See SMOKE on page 16 



Yellow smoke that environmental activists say contains carcinogenic chemicals blotted 
out the sun when the CitiStorage facility on Kent Avenue went up in flames. 



The ornate interior of the former Brooklyn Paramount Theatre currently hosts 
pickup basketball games and practices for Long Island University sports teams. 


Of Paramount importance 


Another Flatbush Avenue theater slated for revival 


By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Paramount Theatre is coming 
back, baby! 

Long Island University and an af¬ 
filiate of Barclays Center have inked a 
deal to bring live performances back to 
the historic Paramount Theatre on Flat- 
bush Avenue at DeKalb Avenue. Us¬ 
ing a bit of original diction, the compa¬ 
ny’s chief said he is excited to make the 
former picture palace and stage for the 
stars, which has for the past half cen¬ 
tury served as a gymnasium for the col¬ 
lege, a venue again. 

“We are excited to turn the lights 
back on and to see the evolvement of 
the venue,” said Brett Yormark, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer for the arena. “We believe 
there’s a big untapped future at the LIU 
Brooklyn Paramount Theatre.” 


DIANA ROSS OPENS 
KINGS THEATER 

SEE PAGE 3 


The partnership is an opportunity 
for the school to open up the venue be¬ 
yond the college’s community, an ad¬ 
ministrator said. 

“There’s no question that the Para¬ 
mount has a legendary history,” said 
Michael Glickman, chief of strategic 
partnerships and university advance¬ 
ment. “This partnership will give both 
our students and the wider community 
a chance to enjoy it.” 

The venue first opened in 1928 as a 
movie house and performance hall, and 
the likes of Frank Sinatra, Chuck Berry, 


and Buddy Holly graced the stage. The 
Paramount later became a mecca for 
jazz musicians, including greats such as 
Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie, and Dizzy 
Gillespie. The interior boasts an ornate 
ceiling, cherub statues, wall fountains, 
and a Wurlitzer organ. 

The school bought the theater in 1962 
and converted it into a gymnasium for in¬ 
tramural sports and for student activities 
and events, leaving much of its interior 
intact. In 2006, the school opened a new, 
$45 -milllion gym and moved its basket¬ 
ball and volleyball games there. 

The Paramount building now con¬ 
tains a basketball court and bleachers 
beneath the ostentatious floor-to-ceil¬ 
ing detailing, and serves as a practice 
space for the college’s baseball, soft- 
ball, tennis, and track teams. It also 
See THEATRE on page 8 



The Paramount Theatre 
opened in 1928. 


Watching their garden go 

City to bulldoze community plots for discount digs 


By Danielle Furfaro 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city’s push to build below-market 
rate housing could have Brooklyn com¬ 
munity gardens pushing up daisies. 

The Department of Housing Preser¬ 
vation and Development added 10 bor¬ 
ough gardens to the list of 181 city lots 
it wants to open up for development as 
so-called “affordable” housing. One gar¬ 
dener who, with neighbors, convinced 
the city last year to allow planting in a 
Bushwick lot, said discounted apartments 
are needed, but that Mayor DeBlasio’s 
housing goals can be achieved by pro¬ 
tecting rent-stabilized tenants and de¬ 
veloping lots that are disused, not ones 
being tilled by green thumbs. 


“The thought of the garden being 
paved over is just so sad,” said Keri Kro- 
both, a founder of El Garden on Jeffer¬ 
son Street, between Central and Ever¬ 
green avenues in Bushwick. “After all 
of the energy that went into this gar¬ 
den, for it to be cut short so soon, peo¬ 
ple are devastated about it.” 

If the city approves a developer’s pitch 
for a lot, the company gets the green 
light to tear up the garden and com¬ 
mence construction. More than 750 city- 
owned lots did not make the list. 

The gardeners knew their stay was 
touch-and-go, subject to the whims of 
city officials, but advocates say that 
there is no need to pull up their plant¬ 
ing when other options are available, 


and that doing so shows residents the 
city doesn’t value green space, or the 
hardworking locals who make it. 

“The history of community gardens 
in New York City is a history of vacant 
lots that people imagined as something 
else and then created,” said Paula Segal, 
head of the garden-activist organization 
596 Acres, which pushes to give every¬ 
day people access to vacant lots in their 
neighborhoods. “At least 550 of them 
were gardens first and were protected 
only after neighbors proved that their 
pilot projects were working.” 

The city said it has no timeline on 
when developers will start building, so 
the gardeners have some breathing room. 
The problem is, they don’t know how 



From left, Kat Vollono, Josefina Hernandez, Liz Atzberger, Renee 
Peperone, and Carlos Granado all helped to create El Garden on 
Jefferson Street in Bushwick. Now their labor of love is on the chop¬ 
ping block. 


much, and housing officials have made 
it clear what they care more about. 

“While community gardens add 
great value to our city, our mission as 
an agency is to address the affordable 
housing crisis that affects tens of thou¬ 
sands of hardworking New York families, 
and to revitalize and strengthen commu¬ 
nities through the development of afford¬ 
able housing — that is the primary use 
of our pipeline of vacant land and avail¬ 
able resources,” said housing department 
spokesman Eric Bederman. 

Mayor DeBlasio is pushing a plan 
to “build or preserve” 200,000 units of 
below-market-rate housing in the next 
decade by rezoning to encourage den¬ 
sity and offering tax breaks and fund¬ 
ing for projects that include below-mar¬ 
ket apartments. In emphasizing speed 
in construction, DeBlasio has foregone 
trying to make most of the new apart¬ 
ments permanently below-market. 

Gardeners from El Garden have 
launched an online petition to save their 
plots. It has garnered 359 backers. 



SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART! HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY! 


PICK UP YOUR HEART-SHAPED CAKES & COOKIES V* 

CAKES * PASTRIES * PIES * COOKIES | Specialty Sal es lij Sltadison Tee | www.CousinJohnsBakery.com 


SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986 Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch | 70 Seventh Avenue • Park Slope • (718) 622-7333 


Photos by Stefano Giovannini 
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New York Spine Institute 

Excellence above all 

Neck & Back Pain | Scoliosis & Spinal Deformities | Knee & Hip 
Replacement | Hand, Shoulder, Elbow & Ankle | Sports Medicine 
Pediatric Orthopeadics | Physiatry, Pain Management | Pain 
Management Psychology | Chiropractic Care | Acupuncture | MRI 











NEW YORK SPINE INSTITUTE 



New York Spine Institute is the only comprehensive 
Spine Institute and Full Orthopedic Center on Long 
Island affiliated with NYU Langone’s Hospital for Joint 
Diseases. This center brings nationally and internationally 
recognized leaders in Spinal Care to your community. 



World Class Orthopaedic Care at our State-of-the-Art Facility: 

761 Merrick Avenue ♦ Westbury ♦ 516.357.8777 

Manhattan | Brooklyn | Queens | Nassau | Suffolk 




Learn more and schedule an appointment online nyspine.com 
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Diva opens Kings Theatre 

Diana Ross wows, but new venue steals the show 


By Noah Hurowitz 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Diana Ross probably 
isn’t used to being the open¬ 
ing act. 

The soul legend captivated 
a sold-out crowd at the grand 
reopening of the Kings The¬ 
atre in Flatbush on Tuesday 
night, but the main attraction 
was the majestic and pains¬ 
takingly restored venue. 

“The is the way theaters 
looked when we were young,” 
said Debra Summers, who 
came from Queens for the 
show. “It’s so nice to see when 
they restore them.” 

Okay, so the 3,000 people 
who coughed up upwards of 
$100 and lined up around 
the block to see the septua¬ 
genarian sensation are prob¬ 
ably fans. Summers’s hus¬ 
band Ronald, who grew up 
in Brownsville and Boerum 
Hill, certainly is. 

“The number one reason 
I’m here is Diana Ross,” he 
said. 

Metal detectors formed a 
bottleneck at the lobby en¬ 
trance, and offered a sober¬ 
ing reminder that gunfire still 
breaks out occasionally on the 
nearby blocks of Flatbush Av¬ 
enue. But from there, it was 
all glamor. 

Show-goers walking 
through the lobby of the Flat¬ 
bush Avenue venue for the 
first time were agog as they 
took in the high, ornamen¬ 
tal ceilings and dramatic red 
drapes, all carefully made to 
appear as they did when the 
theater opened in 1929. One 
new feature of the revamped 
theater was the more-spacious 
seats, but no one was sitting 
down for Ross — she had 
the whole crowd on its feet 
within seconds of her grand 
entrance, striding down the 
aisle, belting out “I’m Com¬ 
ing Out.” Some fans surged 
down the aisle after her to 
dance in front of the stage, 
and the rest stayed standing 
and clapping. 

Between a dizzying suc¬ 
cession of costume changes, 
Ross delivered a set of hits 
from her solo career, and more 
by the Supremes, the legend- 



From left, Brenda Nixon, Jeanette Butler, Debra Summers, and Ronald Sum¬ 
mers take in the Kings Theatre lobby at the grand reopening. 



Diana Ross broke in the stage and brought down 
the house on Tuesday night. 


ary Motown trio she led for 
more than a decade. In true 
diva fashion, she banned pro¬ 
fessional photography from 
the show, so that the only re¬ 
cord of the night would be 
blurry Instagram photos, and 
shots provided by her pub¬ 
licist. 


The concert was the first 
big show at the palatial venue 
since it closed as a movie the¬ 
ater in 1977. Efforts to restore 
the Versailles-inspired trea¬ 
sure gained steam under for¬ 
mer borough president Marty 
Markowitz, who went on his 
first date at the theater back 


in the early 1960s. But the 
renovations didn’t begin until 
2013, Markowitz’s last year 
in office, and only wrapped 
last month. 

Local mom-and-pop busi¬ 
nesses worry that putting Flat¬ 
bush on the map in such a 
big way will drive commer¬ 
cial rents through the roof, 
but one longtime Flatbush 
resident took the optimis¬ 
tic view. 

“This is a gold mine for 
Flatbush Avenue,” said Maxi 
Eugene, who has lived in the 
area for four decades and is 
brother to local Councilman 
Mathieu Eugene. “Just look at 
how many people are here.” 

Markowitz, who now 
works as an outer-borough 
tourism czar for the city, was 
among the host of local po¬ 
liticos who were no less vis¬ 
ibly wowed by the theater’s 
reopening. 

The theater is hosting a free 
walk-through on Saturday. 

Walk-through at the 
Kings Theatre (1027 Flat¬ 
bush Ave. between Duryea 
Place and Tilden Avenue in 
Flatbush , www.kingsthe- 
atre.com). Feb. 7, noon to 
4 pm. 



NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 


Did you know there is more than $ 150 billion each year in loans, 
grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 

pay for college? 

You can access this money by completing the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y! 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 

and The Bronx 


We provide: 

• On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA 

• Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 

• Free Metrocards 


—hfst 

Supported by 1 



PORTAbElU 


LAST CALL 


SAVE UP TO 


SALE 70 % 


THE SALE NEW YORK WAITS FOR 


Hsa nmnm nmnm 


SWEATERS 


3 for $25 

Value to $32.50 


DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE 

Fashion Sets 


Value to $100 



CASUAL SHIRTS 


2 for $40 

Value to $90 


n.i.Ma'HJjj 


Value to $150 


EVERY DESIGNER AND SLIM SUIT INCLUDED 




f— i j 4 t! 


BUY 1 SUIT 

AT THE VALUE PRICE 

GET 2 FREE 

Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price 


New Slim Fit, 


.$250.$99".3 for $250 


o* b u S y New Vested Suits.$300.$129" 3 for $300 

] LuxuryWool.$425 .$159" 3for$425 


CALVIN 

KLEIN 

SUITS 

$15099 


Famous Designers.$750.$299".3 for $750 


SUITS $59" 


OUR BIGGEST SHOE SALE EVER 


BOOTS 

$1999 

Value to $75 


DRIVING 

SHOES 

$ 19 " 

Value to $75 


DRESS 

SHOES 

$1999 

Value to $75 


QUEENS 

163- 18 Jamaica Ave. - Portabella 
3056 Steinway St. - Portabella 

164- 08 Jamaica Ave. - Fino 
3738 Junction Blvd. - Fino 
Queens Center-Quails 

NEW JERSEY 

174 Main St, Paterson - Portabella 
807 Broad St. - Portabella 
Woodbridge Center-Quails 
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails 
Freehold Raceway Mall - Quails 

MANHATTAN 

243 W. 125th St.-Portabella 
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella 
120 W. 125th St.-Fino 
1405 St. Nicholas Ave. - Fino 
Manhattan Mall - Portabella 


BRONX 

845 White Plains Road - Portabella 
12-20 E. Fordham Rd. - Portabella 
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella 
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella 
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino 
345 East Fordham Rd. - Fino 
259 E. Fordham Rd. - Britches 
645 E. Tremont Ave. - Britches 
1498 Parkchester Ave. - Portabella 
Bay Plaza Shopping Center - Portabella 
13 South 4 th Ave., Mount Vernon 
1498 Metropolitan Ave - Portabella 
2168 Bartow Ave - Portbella 


BROOKLYN 

503 Nostrand Ave. - Portabella 
320 Livingston - Portabella 
1671 Pitkin Ave. - Portabella 
5205 5th Ave. - Portabella 
423 Knickerbocker Ave. - Portabella 
294 Utica Ave. - Portabella 
1555 Flatbush Ave. - Portabella 
851 Flatbush Ave. - Portabella 
552 Nostrand Ave. - Fino 
469 Fulton St. - Fino 
5007 Church Ave. - Fino 


PORTAbElU 

L3 facebook.com/portabellastores 

Last call prices effective through February 8 
All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices while quantities last. 
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Crooks shove woman onto train, take off with purse 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 



84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights- 
DUMBO-Boerum Hill- 
Downtown 

A pair of pushy crooks 
shoved a woman onto an F 
train at the Jay Street-Metro- 
Tech station on Jan. 19, then 
grabbed her purse and took 
off as the doors closed, cops 
said. 

The victim said she was 
standing on the Manhattan- 
bound platform waiting for a 
train at 8:30 pm, and that when 
it arrived, the two goons came 
over and did the deed. 


Purse in hand, they took 
off towards the station exit at 
Willoughby and Jay streets, 
according to a police report. 
The purse contained $100 in 
cash and two credit cards, of¬ 
ficers said. 

Worked out 

Fitness buffs reported two 
thefts in an Atlantic Avenue 
gym on Jan. 19, the author¬ 
ities said. 

First, a crook broke into 
a locker in the gym, which 
is between Court Street and 
Boerum Place, cops said. 

The victim said his wal¬ 
let and cellphone were in the 


pocket of his coat when he 
locked it up before his work¬ 
out at 1:20 pm. He finished 
exercising at 2:40 pm, and re¬ 
turned to the locker room to 
find his cubby had been pried 
open and his wallet and phone 
removed, according to a re¬ 
port. The wallet contained 
debit and credit cards, offi¬ 
cers said. 

A second victim said he 
left a bag containing a bunch 
of clothing, a credit card, and 
$8 in cash, on the floor next 
to the basketball court at 1:50 
pm while he played a game. 
He finished at 3 pm, and when 


he went to get the bag, it was 
gone, police said. 

Take four 

Someone snuck into a Syd¬ 
ney Place apartment between 
Jan. 16 and 19, and stole a lap¬ 
top and four rings, accord¬ 
ing to law enforcement of¬ 
ficials. 

The victim said she left the 
door to her apartment between 
Aitken Place and Joralemon 
Street unlocked when she left 
at 8:30 am on Jan. 16. She re¬ 
turned three days later at 4:30 
pm to find the items gone, 
cops said. 

Three’s a crowd 

A threatening threesome 
robbed a teenager at gunpoint 
on Nassau Street on Jan. 20, 
a report says. 

The victim said the trio of 
toughs followed him to the 
back of a building between 
Navy and Gold streets at 
8:23 am, and one flashed a 
piece. 

“Give me all of it,” the goon 
supposedly grunted. 

The other two took a cell¬ 
phone, headphones, and a wal¬ 
let from the teen, then took 
off, the report says. The wal¬ 
let contained $3 in cash, po¬ 
lice said. 

Dorm raid 

A couple of crooks stole 
shoes and clothing from an 
Atlantic Avenue dorm room 
on Jan. 20, police said. 

The victim said he locked 
up his room, which is in a 
building between Hoyt and 
Smith streets, when he left 
at 1:30 pm. Security footage 
shows the two thieves enter the 
room 10 minutes later using 
a key, then leaving, accord¬ 
ing to a police report. 

Inside, they snagged took 
a pair of Jordan sneakers, a 
pair of Timberlands, and 
three pairs of Levi’s jeans, 
officers said. 

Trouble-taker 

Police arrested a student 
from a Flatbush Avenue Ex¬ 


tension school who they say 
stole her teacher’s credit cards 
and cash on Jan. 20. 

The teacher, who works in 
the school between Bridge and 
Duffield streets, said he left 
the wallet in a backpack in his 
classroom at 1:45 pm, and that 
when he returned, the bill¬ 
fold was light $150 in cash 
and two credit cards. 

PayPal then notified the 
teacher that someone at¬ 
tempted to charge $365 in 
merchandise to one of his 
cards, according to cops. The 
name attached to the PayPal 
account was the suspect’s, so 
officers cuffed the kid, a re¬ 
port says. 

— Matthew Perlman 


78TH PRECINCT 


Park Slope 

Breaking away 

A thief swiped a pricey bike 
from the basement apartment 
of a First Street townhouse 
sometime between Jan. 15 
and Jan. 18, according to a 
report. 

The burglar slipped into the 
domicile between Eighth Ave¬ 
nue and Prospect Park West— 
left unlocked while it was un¬ 
der construction—and made 
off with a Guru Photon DI 
2, which the owner valued at 
$13,000, cops said. 

Mad tax 

A man’s motorcycle van¬ 
ished from its parking spot 
near his Union Street apart¬ 
ment sometime overnight 
on Jan. 19, according to po¬ 
lice. 

The victim parked his ride 
near his home between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues at 6 pm. 

But when he returned at 
7:30 am the next day, a thief 
had made off with the bike, 
a 2012 gray Honda valued at 
$10,000, law enforcement of¬ 
ficials said. The motorcycle 
had no outstanding tickets, 
a report says. 

— Noah Hurowitz 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights 

Door buster 

A ne’er-do-well broke into 
a 73rd Street home and took 
$3,000 and jewelry on Jan. 
29, cops said. 

The resident left his pad be¬ 
tween 11th and 12th avenues 
in Dyker Heights at 11:10 am 
and returned at 1 pm to find 
someone had smashed in his 
front door and made off with 
the cash, diamond earrings, a 
gold necklace, and a check¬ 
book, police said. 

Rim thefts 

A rascal is ripping tires and 
rims off of cars parked in Bay 
Ridge and Dyker Heights, ac¬ 
cording to the authorities. 

• The scalawag stole all four 
tires and rims from a parked 
2013 Mercedes-Benz at 89th 
Street and Third Avenue in 
Bay Ridge on Jan. 31, a re¬ 
port says. 

The victim left his ride at 
9 pm and returned later to 
find his wheels gone, po¬ 
lice said. 

•Then, the crook took 
two tires and rims from a 
parked 2015 Hyundai on 
86th Street and 14th Avenue 
in Dyker Heights on Feb. 1, 
the NYPD said. 

The victim parked the car 
there at 9:30 am, and when she 
came back later, it was missing 
the wheels, per police. 

— Max Jaeger 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Northside 

Frozen funds 

A burglar broke into a N. 
Seventh Street frozen yo¬ 
gurt shop sometime between 
Jan. 26 and 27 and stole two 
cash registers and a safe, 
cops said. 

The manager of the store 
between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street reported that the 
prowler pried in sometime be¬ 
tween 5 pm on Jan. 26 and 
11:55 am the next day. 

The safe had been bolted to 
the door and the worker was 
not sure how the culprit en¬ 
tered the building, according 
to the authorities. No word on 
how much money was in the 
registers and safe. 


E-crook 

A bandit busted into a 
man’s Meserole Avenue apart¬ 
ment and stole his computer 
on Jan. 26, officers said. 

The victim said that he left 
the door to his pad between 
Manhattan Avenue and Lo- 
rimer Street unlocked when 
he went to work at 1:30 pm on 
Jan. 26. When he came home 
at 7 pm, he found his tablet, 
laptop, and keyboard taken, 
according to a report. 


90TH PRECINCT 


Southside-Bushwick 

Bad company 

A group of ruffians fol¬ 
lowed a guy into his S. Sixth 
Street abode on Jan. 27 and 
attacked and robbed him, po¬ 
lice said. 

The victim said that he 
was on Grand Street at Roe- 
bling Street, on his way home, 
when a stranger asked him 
for a place to stay. He kept 
walking, then realized that 
there were three toughs tail¬ 
ing him, according to NYPD 
officials. 

The goons followed their 
quarry into his house on S. 
Sixth Street between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street at 
3:30 am, pursuing him all the 
way into his bedroom, offi¬ 
cers said. There, one punched 
him in the face and another 
strangled him until he lost 
consciousness, per police. 
When he came to three hours 
later, his laptop, phone, record 
player, wallet, credit card, and 
$180 in cash had been taken, 
and he headed for the hospi¬ 
tal, a report says. 

The hard sell 

A treacherous trio robbed 
a guy on Ten Eyck Street on 
Jan. 26, cops said. 

The 27-year-old victim 
said he was near Lorimer 
Street at 11:45 pm when the 
three scoundrels surrounded 
him. 

“We will shoot you if you 
do not give us your phone,” 
one of them supposedly said, 
though none of them actu¬ 
ally displayed a gun, a re¬ 
port says. 

The victim handed over his 
camera, phone, $30 in cash, 
debit card, and driver’s li¬ 


cense, and the threesome ran 
off, according to police. 

Hit and run 

A goon punched a man in 
the face and robbed him on 
Hooper Street on Jan. 27, po¬ 
lice said. 

The 29-year-old victim 
said he was between S. Sec¬ 
ond and S. Third streets at 
2:40 am when three galoots 
sauntered over. 

“If you do not give me your 
phone, will shoot you,” one of 
them supposedly said. 

The victim hesitated, so 
one of the crooks punched 
him twice in the face, cops 
said. The victim then turned 
over his phone, wallet, state 
ID, credit and debit cards, 
and $12 in cash, according 
to a report. 

Double shot 

A desperado shot two 
young men on Graham Av¬ 
enue on Jan. 31, cops said. 

The victims said they were 
near Debevoise Street at 2:30 
am when they heard two gun¬ 
shots and realized they had 
been shot, one in the arm and 
one in the leg. 

They ran all the way to 
Woodhull Medical Center, 
law enforcement officials 
said. Police checked cameras 
in the area, but could not find 
footage of the shooting, of¬ 
ficers said. 

Impersonation 

Three con artists posed as 
UPS drivers to invade a wom¬ 
an’s Flushing Avenue apart¬ 
ment on Jan. 31, according to 
a police report. 

The 25-year-old victim said 
that she was at her abode near 
Bushwick Avenue at 5 pm when 
someone knocked on her door 
and identified himself as a UPS 
driver. She cracked the door 
and saw that he was wearing 
a UPS uniform so she opened 
the door farther, she said. 

The three fiends then burst 
into her apartment with a gun 
and forced her into the bed¬ 
room. She told the robbers that 
there was cash in the dresser 
drawer and they took $300 and 
scrammed, officers said. 

Police said the woman re¬ 
fused to cooperate with the po¬ 
lice because she was afraid of 
retaliation. 

— Danielle Furfaro 
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Maimonides 
Heart & Vascular 
Center 




nation’s first 

Heart Transplant 

NATION’S TOP 10 

For Treatment of Heart 
Attack & Heart Failure 

nation’s first 

Intervention for Shock 
During a Heart Attack 

NY STATE’S BEST 

For Angioplasty & Stents 

NY CITY’S SAFEST 

For the Convergent Atrial 
Fibrillation Procedure 



NY CITY’S BEST 

Cardiac Surgeons for the 
Lowest Reaamission Rates 

BROOKLYN’S FIRST 

TAVR, LVAD & Minimally Invasive 
Valve Surgery Program 


A LEADER IN 
CARDIAC CARE FOR 
OVER 100 YEARS 




HEART MONTH 

EVENTS 


2/4 

2/8 


2/9 


2/10 


2/11 

2/13 

2/17 

2/18 

2/19 

2/25 


FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

n:ooam-2:oopm • Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg. Lobby 

HEART STROKE SYMPOSIUM 

With Assemblyman Felix Ortiz 

12:00pm • Basilica of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, 552 59th Street, Brooklyn 
Blood Pressure Screenings Available 


LVADS 

For thos 


UPPORTGROUP 

e with a Left Ventri^ 


ular Assist Device 


1:00pm • Saltzman Auditorium, 5th Floor 

COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR 

Free Health Inf ormati on arid Screenings 
n:ooam-4:oopm • Maimonides Hall, 

950 49th St., Brooklyn 

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

n:ooam-2:oopm • Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg. Lobby 

HEART MONTH FLAG RAISING 

9:30am • Front of Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg. 

MENDED HEARTS SUPPORT GROUP 

For those with Heart Disease and their Caregivers 

1:00pm • Maimonides Hall, 950 49th St., Brooklyn 

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

n:ooam-2:oopm • Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg. Lobby 

WOMENHEART SUPPORT GROUP 

For Women who have Experienced a Cardiac Event 

6:00pm • Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg., Room 2C 

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 

n:ooam-2:oopm • Eisenstadt Admin. Bldg. Lobby 

*AII events are at Maimonides Medical Center 
4802 Tenth Ave., Brooklyn, unless otherwise stated. 

For more Information call 718.283.8902 
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WWW.MAIMONIDESMED.ORG/HEART-AND-VASCULAR-CENTER 



Y For Appointments Call: 

888.MMC.DOCS (888.662.3627) 

HEART & VASCULAR CENTER: 
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The right care. Right here. 
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Too big to prevail 

Developer cancels Dumbo Arts Festival 



By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s Operation Dumbo Arts 
Festival drop. 

The nearly two-decades- 
old arts event has already had 
its last hurrah, its primary 
sponsor Two Trees Manage¬ 
ment announced on Jan. 27. 
The event drew 200,000 peo¬ 
ple to Dumbo last September, 
and the throngs have become 
too much to handle without 
the help of more corporate 
money, which an organizer 
said would ruin the vibe. 

“It became clear that we 
could no longer mount the fes¬ 
tival ourselves without com¬ 
mercializing it in a way that 
didn’t feel right,” wrote Lisa 
Kim, cultural affairs direc¬ 
tor at Two Trees, in a letter to 
festival supporters. “We were 
getting too far from the orig¬ 
inal mission.” 

Artists Joy Glidden and Ty¬ 
son Daugherty founded the 
event in 1997 as the “Art Un¬ 
der the Bridge Festival.” The 
idea was to entice people to the 
neighborhood at a time when it 
still lacked city services, such 
as trash pick-up, and to brand 
it as a haven for creative types, 
Glidden said. 

“We had 8,000 visitors the 
first year,” she said. “That was 
unheard of. No one would go 
to that area before.” 

The festival gave artists a 
platform to experiment, ac¬ 
cording to Glidden. 

“It was a great place to ex¬ 
periment, to try out some re¬ 
ally wild stuff,” she said. 

In addition to paintings, 


sculptures, and photographs, 
the Dumbo Arts Festival also 
included performance and 
dance pieces, as well as big 
light projections. 

Two Trees, the developer 
that made Dumbo the arts des¬ 
tination and real-estate pres¬ 
sure cooker it is today, took 
over sponsoring and organiz¬ 


ing the event in 2009 when 
Glidden’s group, the Dumbo 
Arts Center, decided to give 
it up. Two Trees’s reasoning 
for ending the festival makes 
sense, as growing crowds and 
increasingly stringent city 
regulation have increased 
the cost of the event over the 
years, Glidden said. 


Area gallery owners who 
participated in the festival are 
disappointed about its anticli- 
mactic end. 

“We’re sad to see it come 
to an end,” said Kathleen Gil- 
rain, executive director of 
Smack Mellon Gallery on 
Plymouth Street. “It helped 
put Dumbo on the map.” 

United Photo Industries 
started its shipping-container 
exhibition Photoville at the arts 
festival. Its creative director is 
also disappointedthatthe show 
is over, but he said he under¬ 
stands the reasoning. 

“You have to draw a line 
some where,” said Sam Bar- 
zilay. “At what point does the 
commercial aspect over¬ 
shadow the original inten¬ 
tions? You don’t want to do 
it at all costs.” 

Borough President Adams 
pointed out that the event was 
not just important for the galler¬ 
ies and businesses in Dumbo, 
as it helped individual artists 
raise their profiles. 

“It’s not just a chance to 
showcase the area,” he said. 
“Every artist will tell you, they 
need eyes on their work.” 

Adams said he is making 
a push to save the festival, 
talking with stakeholders 
and participants to try and 
come up with a way to carry 
on the tradition in some form 
or another. 

“The numbers speak for 
themselves,” Adams said. “We 
don’t want to throw away the 
fruits of our labor.” 

The gathering is not the 
only Dumbo arts institution 
to fall victim to the neighbor¬ 
hood’s success, or the end of 
Two Trees’ largesse. The mas¬ 
sive venue Galapagos pulled 
up stakes at the end of 2014 
when the developer sought to 
raise its below-market rent. 
The venue is in the process 
of moving to Detroit. 


Manhole terror in Slope 

Iron cover hits man in head, followed by second fire 


By Noah Hurowitz 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A man landed in the hospi¬ 
tal on Monday morning when 
an underground explosionnear 
Prospect Park sent a manhole 
cover crashing into his head, 
according to witnesses and of¬ 
ficials. 

The blast shattered win¬ 
dows in nearby buildings 
and hurled the heavy iron 
cover into the man’s skull as 
he walked his dog on Prospect 
Park West between Fourth and 
Fifth streets shortly before 
11:30 am, witnesses said. 

The injured man’s dog ran 
off into the park with a leash 
trailing behind. 

Responders transported 
the man to Lutheran Medi¬ 
cal Center with “minor inju¬ 
ries,” according to a Fire De¬ 
partment Spokesman, but a 
New York Times report on 
Wednesday stated that he is 
in critical condition.. 

Sean Casey Animal Res¬ 
cue, a local animal shelter, 
found the pooch wandering 
in the park and linked it to 
its injured owner using its mi¬ 
crochip, according to shelter’s 
Facebook page. 

A tenant in a nearby build¬ 
ing suffered lacerations from 
broken glass but did not need 
to go to the hospital, according 
to the landlord of the building. 
Four of his buildings lost win¬ 
dows in the blast, he said. 

Firefighters were already in 
the area responding to reports 
of smoke rising from the street 



Smoke pours from a manhole that blew its top on Monday morning, injuring 
two, including a man beaned by the cover. 



The blast shattered windows in nearby buildings. 


several blocks away when the 
manhole blew its top, sending 
flames shooting nine feet into 
the air, according to first re¬ 
sponders on the scene. 

A second manhole fire 
forced the evacuation of 
six residential buildings on 
Sixth Street early on Tues¬ 
day morning. The manhole 
between Fifth and Sixth av¬ 
enues ignited shortly after 4 
am, knocking out power for 
17 buildings. 

Con Edison reps said the 
cause for both flare-ups was 
likely salty runoff. 

— with Elizabeth Graham 



FUNERAL HOME 


Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 
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At a time when experience and 1 1 < 
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Simple Cremations 
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Mayor DeBlasio gives Democratic Party chairwoman Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz a final tour of Barclays Center as the party prepares to choose a host 
city for its 2016 convention. 


Party down 

Pols visit boro to kick tires 
ahead of convention pick 


By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Democratic National 
Committee got a last look at 
Brooklyn on Jan. 30. 

The committee’s chair¬ 
woman, Congresswoman 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
(D-Florida) visited the bor¬ 
ough and toured Barclays 
Center with Mayor DeBlasio 
as part of the political party’s 
final deliberation over where 
to host the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention. Brook¬ 
lyn is a frontrunner alongside 
the obviously defective cities 
of Philadelphia and Colum¬ 
bus, Ohio. 

New York released the de¬ 
tails of its private fund-raising 
last week, saying it has $20 


million in donations commit¬ 
ted so far towards its $100 mil¬ 
lion goal, including $6.5 mil¬ 
lion in the bank. The city also 
announced a 119-member host 
committee, and 10 co-chair¬ 
men and women who are sup¬ 
posed to help raise the dough. 
Prominent committee mem¬ 
bers include Leonard Litwin, 
the 100-year-old developer re¬ 
ported to be the unnamed de¬ 
veloper who prosecutors say 
hired a law firm close to As¬ 
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
knowing that Silver was receiv¬ 
ing lucrative referral fees from 
the firm. Litwin has not been 
charged with a crime. 

The party is expected to 
make a decision in the next 
several weeks. 


Anchor’s away 

Kids lobby to save beloved 
Montague Street fixture 


From left, Anouk Peyser, Natalia Aklilu, Lily Lapiner, Warner Gephaldt, Jack 
Yoon, and Devan Spiro, all fourth graders at PS 8, are trying to find someone to 
save the beloved Montague Street anchor. 


By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn Heights kids 
have launched a campaign to 
save an anchor that has served 
as an unintentional piece of 
playground equipment on the 
Montague Street sidewalk for 
decades, and that an upscale 
eatery now wants gone. 

Devan Spiro, a fourth 
grader at PS 8 on Hicks Street, 
is captaining the bid to find a 
new resting place for the nau¬ 
tical gear that has sat between 
Hicks and Pierrepont Place 
since before he was born. The 
restaurant and bar Friend of 
a Farmer, which has a Man¬ 
hattan location, wants to use 
the sidewalk space for outdoor 
seating. Spiro took the news 
hard, his dad said. 

“He was super sad,” said 
Brendan Spiro, who has lived 
in Brooklyn Heights since 
1995. “But we took it as an 
opportunity.” 

De van said the heavy metal 
item is a cornerstone of the 


neighborhood. 

“It really means a lot to 
me and the whole commu¬ 
nity,” he said. 

The youngster said he met 
two friends while playing on 
the anchor, and that he always 
sees kids climbing it. 

The owner of Friend of a 
Farmer said the anchor can’t 
stay where it is, but he wants to 
drop it with someone willing 
to go the extra nautical mile 
to find it a new home. 

“We don’t want it to go to 
waste,” said Taylor Morbito, 
who hopes to open up shop 
at the end of April. 

The elder Spiro explained 
to his son that if he felt strongly 
about the anchor, other peo¬ 
ple might too, and that if they 
got together, they might be 
able to save it. Devan took 
this idea to school, and his 
classmates joined the fight. 
Their teacher had the students 
work on their writing by pen¬ 
ning essays in support of the 
anchor, and some of them hit 


the streets with their parents 
on Saturday to collect signa¬ 
tures and tell passersby about 
their cause. 

“It seems to have really 
struck a chord with people,” 
Brendan Spiro said. 

The group hopes to get 
the anchor relocated to an¬ 


other place in the neighbor¬ 
hood, perhaps on the Brook¬ 
lyn Heights Promenade, Spiro 
said. 

The anchor has been 
around since the storefront 
housed a boat brokerage, at 
least as early as 1983, ac¬ 
cording to the Brooklyn 


Heights Blog. 

Brendan Spiro said he 
wants to teach his son that he 
should stand up for things he 
thinks are worth saving. 

“This is New York. You 
have to get used to change,” 
he said. “But certain things 
should be a fixture.” 
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BROOKLYN 


URBAN CARDEN 


SCHOOL 



INNOVATIVE PUBLIC 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Accepting 6 th & 7 th Graders for Fall 2015 

• 500 19 th Street, Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn • 

For more information and to RSVP for open house tours: 

e-mail admissions@BUGSbrooklyn.org • call 718-280-9556 
www.BUGSbrooklyn.org 

i -Sr 

Non-Discrimination Statement: The Brooklyn Urban Garden Charter School does not discriminate 
against or limit the admission of any student on any unlawful basis, including on the basis of race, 
creed, national origin, religion or ancestry, ethnicity, gender, disability, intellectual ability, 
achievement or aptitude or athletic ability. A charter school may not require any action by a 
student or family (such as admissions test, interview, essay, attendance at an information session, 
etc.) in order for an applicant to either receive or submit an application for admission to that school. 



Cosmetic Services: Botox, Belotero, Juvederm, Voluma 
Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, Laser Vein Removal 


Medical Services: we accept GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, 
UNITED, OXFORD, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, ELDERPLAN, HORIZON and many others 

Javier Zelaya, MD Call Today 

254 Prospect Park West, Bklyn 718.832.3313 

136 West 17th Street, NYC skinworksny.com 
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r LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital of the World 


LIU’s Esteemed Polk 
Awards for Journalism 
Centered in Brooklyn 


The prestigious George Polk Awards 
are regarded among the most highly 
sought honors in journalism. 

Established at LIU Brooklyn in 1948, 
the Polk Awards have honored the jour¬ 
nalistic elite including broadcasters Di¬ 
ane Sawyer, Walter Cronkite, Christiane 
Amanpour, and Edward R. Murrow as 
well as high-profile journalists like Bob 
Woodward and Carl Bernstein (The Wash¬ 
ington Post), James Reston (The New York 
Times), and Pete Hamill (New York Daily 
News). 

“The George Polk Awards recognize 
outstanding contributions from the most 
respected communicators of our time,” 
said Dr. Kimberly R. Cline, president of 
LIU. “Their standards are reflected in 
LIU’s journalism teaching and training 
that emphasize ethics, journalistic in¬ 
quiry, entrepreneurial skills, and profes¬ 
sional practice in a fast-changing news 
media.” 

LIU Brooklyn Sits in the Media Capital 
of the World 

Independent research, discovery, and 
impeccable communications define the 
George Polk Awards and LIU Brooklyn’s 
Department of Journalism and Commu¬ 
nications Studies. LIU Brooklyn’s faculty 
of award-winning journalists and media 
leaders bring their experience and ex¬ 
pertise from the newsroom into the class¬ 
room, preparing students to become in¬ 
dustry leaders. Among them: 


• Julia Talanova, associate producer at 
CNN. As journalism major, Julia received 
a scholarship to intern at the Moscow bu¬ 
reau of The New York Times. 

• Justin Grant, digital content editor at 
Fidelity Investments. Grant has reported 
for ABC News’ investigative unit, Good 
Morning America, National Public Ra¬ 
dio, and Reuters as well as The New York 
Times and Washington Post. He was editor 
of the campus newspaper Seawanhaka. 

• Debra Lewis-Boothman reported and 
wrote for People magazine where she in¬ 
terviewed celebrities and politicians and 
covered the music beat. She now teaches 
a course in entertainment journalism at 
LIU Brooklyn. 

• Curtis Stephen, adjunct professor for 
news reporting and advisor to the campus 
newspaper Seawanhaka, is a regular con¬ 
tributor to the urban affairs magazine, 
City Limits, and has worked for Newsday, 
Newsweek, CNN in Atlanta, and WNBC- 
TV in New York. 

• Rocco Parascondola, police bureau 
chief at the New York Daily News, is one of 
New York City’s top crime reporters. 

Educators and communications profes¬ 
sionals who are members of LIU’s faculty 
and alumni comprise the Polk Awards Ad¬ 
visory Committee. Winners are named 
each year from among hundreds of en¬ 
tries. 

The 2014 awards will be conferred at a 
luncheon held in spring 2015. For more in¬ 
formation visit polk.liu.edu 


PO’d about Clinton Hill P.O. 

Weird hours, treks to Bushwick during botched move 



By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Clinton Hill post office pa¬ 
trons are being left out in the 
cold this winter. 

The Pratt Station post of¬ 
fice is still closed as work con¬ 
tinues on the condo building 
up Myrtle Avenue, where it 
is supposed to make its new 
home on the ground floor. 
The branch shuttered in Oc¬ 
tober and the new location is 
not set to be completed un¬ 
til “sometime after March,” 
according to a Postal Service 
spokeswoman. In the mean¬ 
time, locals looking to mail 
a letter have to visit a Postal 
Service truck repurposed as a 
drop-off point, which is only 
open until 2 pm, and people 
who missed package deliver¬ 
ies have to trek all the way to 
Bushwick to retrieve them. 

A customer mailing a pack¬ 
age at the mobile station on Jan. 
28 said he thinks he knows 
why it is taking so long. 

“It’s government work,” 
said Greg Henderson, who 
lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
“That’s the answer to that. 
These guys probably get paid 
by the hour.” 

Henderson said he 
schlepped to Bushwick ear¬ 
lier in the weekto pickup apar- 
cel and counted 53 people on 
line to do the same thing. 

4 ‘Everyone was on the phone 
complaining,” he said. 


People looking to purchase 
stamps, pay for their post of¬ 
fice box, or mail packages can 
use the mobile unit, which is 
parked in front of the new lo¬ 
cation at 609 Myrtle Ave. be¬ 
tween Taaffe Place and Kent 
Avenue. The portion of the 
new facility housing post of¬ 
fice boxes is operational, but 
both it and the truck are only 
open from 9 am until 2 pm, 
Monday through Friday, hours 
that are a huge pain for most 
working people. 


“The problem is that you 
have to pick your mail before 
2 pm,” said Barbara Clinton, 
who has a box at the new Pratt 
Station. “People getting off 
from work won’t make it here 
by then.” 

Henderson admits that the 
line for the truck is usually 
shorter than what he encoun¬ 
tered at the old Pratt Station 
branch. To say he doesn’t re¬ 
member it fondly is an ex¬ 
treme understatement. 

“I was ready to go postal 


just trying to mail a package 
there,” he said. “I hope this 
place is an improvement.” 

In a statement, the Postal 
Service thanked residents for 
their patience. 

“Brooklyn Postmaster Ed¬ 
ward Roggenkamp and the 
Pratt Post Office team want 
to thank the community for 
their patience and coopera¬ 
tion, and especially their pa¬ 
tronage over the years, while 
the USPS works through this 
transition,” the blurb reads. 


THEATRE ... 


Continued from page 1 
occasionally hosts matches 
of the Gotham Girls Roller 
Derby league. 

Glickman said that un¬ 
der the new arrangement, 
the building would remain 
open for the activities it cur¬ 
rently hosts. 

Brooklyn Sports and En¬ 
tertainment, the Barclays-af¬ 
filiated booking company, 
said the renewed theater will 
hold 1,500 people — that’s 
down from the more than 
4,000 of its heyday — and 
that the programming will 


focus on emerging artists. 
It hopes to host musical and 
comedy performances as well 
as boxing matches. 

Long Island University 
students will also get jobs 
at the theater as part of the 
partnership. 

“LIU is fully committed 
to delivering a unique educa¬ 
tion that combines rigor in the 
classroom with engagement 
beyond our walls,” univer¬ 
sity president Kimberly Cline 
said. “We will create new op¬ 
portunities for our students 
and alumni as part of this ex¬ 


citing new endeavor.” 

It is unclear what sorts of 
interior construction will take 
place before the venue is open 
for business. Managers hope it 
will compete with the nearby 
Brooklyn Academy of Mu¬ 
sic’s Howard Gilman Opera 
House, which seats 2,090, and 
the newly refurbished Kings 
Theatre in Flatbush, capac¬ 
ity 3,000. 

“There’s a history that dif¬ 
ferentiates the LIU Brook¬ 
lyn Paramount Theatre and 
it will complement other 
venues due to its capacity 
and unique programming,” 
Barclays Center spokesman 
Barry Baum said. 


The director of the Kings 
Theatre said he is happy to 
have the competition. 

“We welcome the Para¬ 
mount as yet another infu¬ 
sion of energy into Brook¬ 
lyn’s thriving arts and culture 
scene, which continues to 
grow by the day,” Matthew 
Wolf said. 

Long Island University 
and Barclays Center are 
working together to figure 
out each side’s needs, Glick¬ 
man said. 

No word yet on when the 
performances will start, but 
the building will host NBA 
All-Star Game events from 
Feb. 12 to 15. 



LIU Brooklyn's Department of Journalism and Communications Studies emphasizes 
ethics, journalistic inquiry, entrepreneurial skills, and professional practice while a faculty 
of award-winning journalists and media leaders bring their experience and expertise from 
the newsroom into the classroom, preparing students to become leaders in the industry. 
LIU Brooklyn students graduate ready for the fast changing news media ahead of them. 

Apply today. 
liu.edu/bkjournalism 


Polk Awards 

For more than 60 years, 

Long Island University 
has proudly presented 
the George Polk Awards 
in Journalism, the first major 
award of its kind to recognize 
reporting across all media. 
polkawards.org 
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Sayeth cheese! 

W’burg cinema pairs ‘Romeo and Juliet’ with dairy 



By Trupti Rami 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


G ouda night, Gouda night! Ha- 
varti is such sweet sorrow, that 
I’ll say Gouda night until this 
bite becomes Parmigiano. 

A Williamsburg cinema is cele¬ 
brating the season of love by pair¬ 
ing a screening of “Romeo and Ju¬ 
liet” with a romantic meal. The 
event, taking place on Feb. 10 and 
11, is part of Nitehawk Cinema’s 
bimonthly Film Feast series, in 
which the moviehouse pairs movies 
with a multi-course dinner, served 
at key points in the plot. But the 
couples attending the show will 
not be chowing down on choc¬ 
olate or oysters — they will be 
watching the Leonardo DiCaprio- 
helmed motion picture while din¬ 
ing on five courses of cheese, the 
cinema’s chef said. 

“We wanted to come up with 
something that would be roman¬ 
tic, easily shared between a couple 
in honor of Valentine’s Day,” said 
Michael Franey, chef de cuisine at 
Nitehawk. “We also wanted to do 
something a little different than our 
usual Film Feast — we thought a 
cheese tasting was a great way to 
accomplish all of those goals.” 

Nitehawk approached Murray’s 
Cheese, the city’s largest cheese- 
monger, to collaborate on the menu. The 
fromage fanatic charged with the task said 
she was excited to attempt something dar¬ 
ing with dairy. 

“Over the years I’ve put together my 
fair share of pairings, but pairing cheese 
with a movie was definitely a first,” said 
Beth Ann Coulton, Murray’s sales man- 


Cheeseheads: Nitehawk's Chef de cuisine Michael Franey and beverage manager Matthew Walker get into the spirit of the screening. 


ager. “I was able to put together a selec¬ 
tion of cheeses that I thought best reflected 
some element in that precise moment in the 
film, whether it was through the language, 
a location, or a sentiment. Hopefully, this 
will come across in the tasting.” 

Coulton said the Nitehawk crew helped 
by providing some key scenes and quotes 


in the movie to focus on. The play’s open¬ 
ing line, “Two houses, both alike in dig¬ 
nity,” inspired one particularly cheesy in¬ 
terpretation. 

“Chef Michael thought it would be cool 
to do one cheese served two different ways,” 
said Coulton. “I suggested using Jasper 
Hill Harbison alongside Murray’s Cave- 


master Reserve Greensward.” 

The scene in which Romeo is cast out 
of town inspired the meal’s fourth course, 
explained another Nitehawk employee. The 
story takes place in the city of Verona, 
which is situated in a wine district called 
Veneto, and Romeo is banished to the town 
See CHEESE on page 12 



Eclectic exhibition: Bushwick 
magician Tanya Solomon. 


The reappearing act 

A magician is reviving the art of vaudeville 


By Max Jaeger 

The Brooklyn Paper 


t is the spice of life. 

A Bushwick entertainer is 
throwing a monthly variety show 
at neighborhood bar and yoga studio 
the Cobra Club. The magician and 
comedian said her show is more than 
an open mic night — she wants to 
revive the American theatrical genre 
vaudeville with professional perform¬ 
ers executing esoteric feats. 


“I hope vaudeville will have a 
comeback like burlesque has,” said 
organizer Tanya Solomon. “When 
most people hear ‘variety show’ they 
think of amateur hour — bad stand- 
up or people noodling on a guitar — 
but we have a professional Yiddish 
vaudevillian and a Brule Up dancer on 
the same bill. That’s real variety.” 

And Solomon is bent on driv¬ 
ing that point home — even when 
it comes to the event’s name, Force 
Majeure, which is legal mumbo- 


jumbo for “a superior or irresist¬ 
ible power.” 

The next edition, on Feb. 8, will 
feature Solomon’s magic, a singing 
and trick-roping cowboy, a drag per¬ 
former, a burlesque dancer, a slapstick 
comedian, and a Bruk Up dancer, 
Solomon said. The latter act is a form 
of Jamaican dance made popular in 
the borough by Brooklyn’s Caribbean 
emigres. Solomon was so enamored 
of the contortionistic rug-cutting that 
she partnered with Bedford-Stuy ve- 


sant dance crew the Warriorz to bring 
a new Bruk Up performer to Force 
Majeure each month. 

“I’m a big fan of that kind of char¬ 
acter dancing,” she said. “I seek out 
the most skilled, most interesting, 
most diverse acts.” 

And if the drag and burlesque 
doesn’t dissuade you from bringing 
your little one, don’t let the magic act 
entice — the whole show is 21-and- 
up, Solomon said. 

“Too many people think of magic 
and clowns as children’s entertain¬ 
ment,” Solomon said. “It’s not nec¬ 
essarily a dirty show — it can get 
dirty — but it’s for adults.” 

Force Majeure at the Cobra Club 
[6 Wyckoff Ave. between Jefferson 
and Troutman streets in Bushwick, 
(917) 719-1138, www.cobraclubbk. 
com] Feb. 8 at 9 pm. $10. 


Flipping out! 

They’re pinball wizards, there has to be a 
twist! 

The 16 best pinballers in the state of New 
York will bring their supple wrists to Sunshine 
Laundromat and Pinball 
in Greenpoint on Feb. 7 
to see who can play the 
meanest pinball at the 
New York State Pinball 
Championship. 

For most people, the 
game is just a way to kill 
time in dive bars between 
downing picklebacks and 
shooting pool. But for the 
players in this contest, it 
is serious business, said an organizer. 

“We look at pinball as a sport and that is how 
we are treating this tournament,” said Steven Ep¬ 
stein, director of the International Flipper Pin¬ 
ball Association, which is based in Brooklyn and 
Chicago. “Like any other sport, you have to have 
eye-hand coordination, knowledge of the rules of 
the game, and you cannot win by luck.” 

The championship will see contenders battle it 
out on machines such as “Indiana Jones,” “Mon¬ 
ster Bash,” and “AC/DC Back in Black.” The 
organizers of the International Flipper Pinball 
Association say it is this kind of kitchy Ameri¬ 
cana that has seen pinball experience a resur¬ 
gence of popularity in recent years. 

“It is a physical thing,” said Francesco La 
Rocca, who is the association’s general coor¬ 
dinator and will also compete in the tourna¬ 
ment. “It is not sitting in a chair and looking 
at a computer screen. You are up and moving 
and it is always related to something everyone 
knows — like Spider-Man. Everyone knows 
Spider-Man.” 

Spectators are welcome to come and observe 
all the flipping fun for free, or bring some quar¬ 
ters to test their own skills — and do some laun¬ 
dry while they are at it (Sunshine Laundromat 
and Pinball lives up to its name). 

The winner of the state championship will 
go to Las Vegas in March to battle for the na¬ 
tional title. And Brooklyn has a lot on the line 
—last year’s state champ was Brooklynite Sean 
Grant, who went on to place 24th in the national 
competition. 

New York State Pinball Championship at 
Sunshine Laundromat and Pinball [860 Manhat¬ 
tan Ave. between Greenpoint Avenue and Cay- 
ler Street in Greenpoint, (718) 475-2055, www. 
ifpapinball.com]. Feb. 7 at 1 pm. Free. 

— Danielle Furfaro 



FILM 


Think again 

This isn’t Sparta. 

A Fort Greene artist has turned the movie 
“300” on its head, creating a contrasting short 
film that tells that story from the perspective of the 
Persians soldiers, rather than the chiseled Greek 
combatants. The movie’s creator said he wants 
to challenge the orig¬ 
inal flick’s presenta¬ 
tion of the Persians as 
the bad guys. 

“Greece is always 
held up as a beacon of 
democracy, but that is 
not really true. The 
Greeks held slaves, 
but in Persia, there 
was freedom of re¬ 
ligion and federal 
government,” said 
Cooper Troxell. “I am trying to undo the Hol¬ 
lywood ideal that there is good and evil and 
they line up perfectly between protagonist and 
antagonist.” 

The short, “I Dig Persepolis!,” will screen at 
Williamsburg theater Standard ToyKraft on Feb. 
7 as part of a larger show Cooper is co-organiz¬ 
ing called “Things Appear Weirder in the Rear 
View Mirror.” The evening will feature a number 
of other beloved stories reinterpreted through film, 
art, and music, including classical music played 
on ’90s synths and “Good Will Hunting” as seen 
from the perspective of a horny teen girl. 

The show is intended to make viewers rethink 
the art they think they know, Troxell said. 

“It is fascinating to question things that are 
set in stone, because then the things become or¬ 
ganic and unraveled,” he said. 

"Things Appear Weirder in the Rear View Mir¬ 
ror" at Standard ToyKraft (722 Metropolitan Ave., 
third floor, between Manhattan and Graham av¬ 
enues in Williamsburg, www.standardtoykraft. 
org). Feb. 7 at 9 pm. $8. — Danielle Furfaro 
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THE BOLD LOOK 

KOHLER 


Hours Of Operation 
Monday - Friday 9:00PM - 5:00PM 
Saturday 10:00AM - 3:00PM 

Appointments are suggested 
but not necessary 


Kitchen^- Bath 

GALLERY OF BROOKLYN 

A HU» comwi 


299 Atlantic Ave. 
Between Smith St. and Hoyt St. 

718.259.8010 

www.kbgbrooklyn.com 


Brooklyn's Oldest Italian Restaurant, Est. 1906 



CeletbuUe Valentine# fDatf until u# 

$75 PER PERSON — 3 COURSE MEAL 

Price includes a glass of bubbles 

Price excludes sales tax and gratuity 
Wine pairings available for an additional $25 per person 

With a choice of 8 appetizers, 9 entrees and 8 desserts 

4 Seatings: 4pm • 6pm • 8pm • 10pm 


For reservations please call (718) 852-7800 

Open Tuesday thru Sunday 
Private Parties • Parking on Premise 
We Only Accept AMEX and Cash 

• 

718.852.7800 • www.montesnyc.com 
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Become a Brooklyn media maker with 
our low-cost media classes: 


Interview Skills 

Feb ii | Wed | 330-730PM | $io 

Kings Highway Library 


Audio Production in the Studio 

Feb 18 | Wed | 2-5PM | $10 

BRIC House 


Audio Editing with Audition 

Feb 18-20 | Wed 8 c Fri | 630-930PM 

$20 | BRIC House 


Television Studio Production 

Feb 23-Mar 18 | 2-5PM or 630-930PM 

$98 | BRIC House 


SIGN UP TODAY BRICartsmedia.org/bme 718.683.5645 


BRIC 


BRIC House, 647 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11217 

Kings Highway Library, 2115 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11229 



Nominate her as a 

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015! 



m ivy lip 

moMWl 



25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field. 

Your Email address:_Your Phone:_ 

Name of nominee:_ 

Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less)_ 


How can we reach you or your nominee for more information? 
Phone:_Email:_ 



Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com 
or fax this form to 718-260-2579 • Att: Stephanie Stellaccio 


Or mail this form to: 

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction 
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center 
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio 



Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 
New York’s 
largest group of 
community newspapers. 

- Weekly bannered directory 
- Ads will also appear in 
Classifieds 8c Online 


ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 
OF YOUR STUDY 

Call Brian Rice 
718 - 260-4537 



EDITORS' PICKS 


FRIDAY 

Feb. 6 



Finger 

pickin' good 

Want to attend the 
Brooklyn Folk Festi¬ 
val in April? Then you 
better get down to 
the Jalopy Theatre 
tonight to help the 
organizers raise some 
cash so it can go 
ahead. On the bill is 
banjo player Eli 
Smith, blues-folk duo 
Four O'Clock Flow¬ 
ers, and fiddler Peter 
Stampfel. 

9 pm at Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
395-3214, www.jalopy. 
biz]. $10. 


SATURDAY 

Feb. 7 

Get a Clue 

Videology is playing 
the surprisingly decent 
1985 film "Clue," 
based on the board 
game and starring Tim 
Curry, Madeline Kahn, 
and Christopher Lloyd. 
It is much better than 
"Battleship," we swear. 
There will also be sets 
of the game Clue avail¬ 
able to play, which is 
also better than the 
game Battleship. 

10 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. between 
South First and South 
Second streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782- 
3468, www.videology. 
info]. Free. 
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MONDAY 

Feb. 9 



Great Scot 

Scottish novelist 
Irvine Welsh, best 
known as the author 
of "Trainspotting," 
will be at BookCourt 
in Boerum Hill to dis¬ 
cuss his latest novel 
"The Sex Lives of Sia¬ 
mese Twins" with 
New Yorker editor 
Ben Greenman. 

7 pm at BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 875- 
3677, www.bookcourt. 
com], Free. 


WEDNESDAY 

Feb. 11 

Love lines 

I choo-choo-choose 
you! The New York 
Transit Museum is 
throwing its annual 
Valentine's Day-adja¬ 
cent Missed Connec¬ 
tions party. Bring your 
sweetheart or find a 
new one amidst the 
vintage subway cars, 
while dining on choco¬ 
late and wine, and cre¬ 
ating crafts and poetry 
inspired by Craigslist 
posts. 

6:30-8:30 pm at the New 
York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place and 
Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694- 
1600, mta.info/mta/muse- 
urn]. $15. 




THURSDAY 

Feb. 12 



D'oh! 

For once, maybe 
someone will call him 
"Sir" without adding 
"you're making a 
scene." Legendary ani¬ 
mator and creator of 
"The Simpsons" Matt 
Groening will be at the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music to chat with 
long-time friend and 
former college room¬ 
mate, cartoonist Lynda 
Barry, of "Ernie Pook's 
Comeek" fame. 

8 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street, (718) 636-4100, 
www.bam.org]. $35-$50. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 



Bring it on: The Nets will battle the hated New York Knicks at 
Barclays Center on Feb. 6 . 


COMING SOON TO 

BARCLAYS CENTER 


FRI, FEB. 6 ■ THUR, FEB. 19 


FRI, FEB. 6 


MUSIC, JASON LAUGHLIN: Free. 

5 pm. Hill Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby Street, 

(718) 885-4608], www.hillcountrybk. 
com. 

MUSIC, KAO HWANG'S SING HOUSE 
AND AMYGDALA: Featuring two 
ensembles from composer, violin 
and viola artist Kao Hwang. $10-$20. 
8 pm. Roulette (509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Fort Greene), 
ww.roulette.org. 

ART, SALON CLUB ART SHOW: Wil¬ 
liamsburg Art and Historical Center's 
annual showcase. Free. Noon-6 pm. 
Williamsburg Art 8c Historical Center 
[135 Broadway at S. Sixth Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-6012], www. 
wahcenter.net. 

ART, "GRADUALLY FOG UP": The first 
solo show of photography by Chi¬ 
nese artist Gu Zhongsheng in New 
York City. Free. Noon-6 pm. Ouchi 
Gallery [170 Tillary St. at Gold Street 
in Downtown, (347) 987-4606], 
www.ouchigallery.com. 

ART, "TOWARD GRANDFATHER 
MOUNTAIN" OPENING RECEP¬ 
TION: An exhibition of new paint¬ 
ings by Fred Valentine, including 
works of implied landscapes as well 
as paintings of overlapping geomet¬ 
ric forms. Free. 7-9 pm. StudiolO [56 
Bogart St. between Harrison Place 
and Grattan Street in Bushwick, (718) 
852-4396], www.studiolObogart. 
com. 

ART, "MEDITATIVE FREEDOM": Speak 
Your Truth presents an evening of 
meditative art and spoken word, 
featuring works by Kayo Albert, 
Francine Steadman, and Christina 
Thomas. Free before 9 pm, $10 for 
performance. 7:30 pm. Earth Well¬ 
ness Cafe (397 Graham Ave. at Jack- 
son Street in Williamsburg). 


SAT, FEB. 7 


MUSIC, WHITE ARROWS, CHAPPO, 
YABADUM: $12. 8 pm. Baby's 
All Right [146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs avenues in Wil¬ 
liamsburg, (718) 599-5800], www. 
babysallright.com. 

MUSIC, BELLOWS, BEARS, INFINITY 
GIRL, LAUNDRY DAY: $7. 8 pm. 

Palisades [906 Broadway at Stockton 


SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 
NEW YORK KNICKS: $95- 
$4,000. 7 pm. 


FRI, FEB. 13 


SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS RISING 
STARS CHALLENGE: The NBA's 
top rookies and sophomores 
compete against each other. 
$22-$87. 9 pm. 


SUN, FEB. 15 


SPORTS, NBA D-LEAGE ALL-STAR 
GAME: $10-$70. 12:30 pm. 


RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 
& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15-$65. 7 pm. 


FRI, FEB. 20 


RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 
& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 


SAT, FEB. 21 


RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 
& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 


http:// 

Find lots more listings online at 

BrooklynPaper.com/Events 


Street in Bushwick, (201) 214-7444], 
www.palisadesbk.com. 

DANCE, "HAMMERSTEP ON MYR¬ 
TLE": Contemporary dance com¬ 
pany melds traditional Irish dance, 
tap, and hip hop. Free. 3 pm. Inger- 
soll Community Center (177 Myrtle 
Ave. at Prince Street in Fort Greene). 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATURDAY: 
Brooklyn Museum celebrates Black 
History Month, with music, films, and 
spoken word. Free. 5 pm. Brook¬ 
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], www. 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, ESL CLASSES: Activities focus¬ 
ing on improving English speaking 
and comprehension skills through 
games, lessons and conversations. 
Free. 1-2:30 pm. The Base (1302 
Myrtle Ave. at Stockholm Street in 
Bushwick), www.thebasebk.org. 

ART, "VISION QUEST" OPENING 
RECEPTION: A collection of visual 
tales of powerful female protago¬ 
nists from artists Amaryllis DeJesus 
Moleski and Sheena Rose. Free. 

6 pm. MoCADA[80 Hanson PI. 
at South Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-0952], www.mo- 
cada.org. 


SUN, FEB. 8 


MUSIC, LA HUERTA, CRISTINA HAR¬ 
RIS, HANIBAL LEWIS: $7. 8 pm. 

Trash Bar [256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 599- 
1000], www.thetrashbar.com. 

THEATER, "STRANGE FRUIT": Ac¬ 
tors perform readings of five early 
20th century plays about lynching, 
written by black playwrights. Each 
reading will be followed by a discus¬ 
sion. $10. 7 pm. Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street and At¬ 
lantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), www. 
jackny.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 12 


620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacific Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618-6100, www.barclayscenter.com. 
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Political party animals 

Dumbo author dishes dirt on presidential vices 


By Noah Hurowitz 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A in’t no party like a po¬ 
litical party! 

A Dumbo author has 
written a book detailing the 
partying habits of United 
States presidents, which he 
will launch at neighborhood 
bookstore PowerHouse Arena 
on Feb. 10. “Party Like a Pres¬ 
ident: True Tales of Inebria¬ 
tion, Lechery, and Mischief 
From the Oval Office” is an 
illustrated collection of 44 es¬ 
says on presidential excess— 
but it isn’t all coke and in¬ 
terns, he said. 

“Some of them drank, some 
of them took pills, some had a 
lot of sex,” said Brian Abrams. 
“For the most part it’s a look 
at presidential vices, but for 
those that didn’t indulge, I use 
the opportunity to talk about 
why they didn’t.” 

Do not ask Abrams to 
name the hardest-partying 
president. Groaning audibly 
when forced to pick a front¬ 
runner, he explained that the 
habits of presidents first can 
be broken down into general 
categories — think lechery, 
drunkenness, pill-popping 
— and then require histor¬ 
ical context. 

For instance, Ulysses S. 
Grant reportedly vomited into 
his horse’s mane during bat¬ 
tle, but a critical view of his 
drunkenness should be tem¬ 
pered by the fact that doc¬ 
tors had prescribed him liquor 
for his chronic headaches, 
Abrams said. And in other 
periods the culture at large 
was just downright boring. 

“There was nothing partic¬ 
ularly interesting about Bush 
Senior, in part because the 
drinking culture sucked back 
then,” he said. 

(The first Bush famously 
vomited on a group of Japa¬ 
nese dignitaries, but he may 
have had the flu.) 

But when pressed, Abrams 
nominated a few favorites. 
The honorable mention for 
drunkest president goes to 
Grover Cleveland — based 
mostly on his size and the as¬ 
sumption that he would have 
had to drink more than his 
competitors — but Abrams 
singled out Lyndon B. John¬ 
son for style. Johnson was 




National “Wear Red” Day 

Friday, February 6 

10% of all proceeds go to support the 
American Heart Association 

Raffles and events all month to 
support this great cause 

Donate $5 and get an AHA 
Go Red Dress Pin 


Now taking 
reservations for 

Valentine’s Day 

Prix-Fixe Menu 

$39.95 per person 


Party on: Brian Abrams, author of "Party like a President," emulates the subjects of his new book. 


known to cruise around his 
ranch with a styrofoam cup 
full of booze, and he would 
turn press conferences in the 
hill country of Texas into 
whisky-soaked barbecues, 
Abrams said. 

“He would just chug Cutty 
Sark while showing people 
around, and when he stuck 
his cup out the window his 
men would know to come give 
him a refill,” he said. “Bush 
tried to cast himself as this 
rancher, but LBJ really did 
come from a poor, authen¬ 
tic, Texas family.” 

Originally from Texas 
himself, Abrams moved to 
New York in 2007 to write 
for Heeb, a satirical maga¬ 
zine aimed at a youthful Jew¬ 
ish audience. Broadly speak¬ 
ing he is a humor writer, he 
said, but his work is squarely 
in the realm of journalism. In 
the process of penning “Party 
Like a President,” Abrams 
spent two years immersed in 
biographies, pouring over his¬ 
torical documents, and inter¬ 
viewing historians and mu¬ 
seum curators. 

Not content to use words 
alone to drag the Office of 
the President through the 
mud of history, Abrams also 


Weekend 

reading! 

Booksellers give their 
recommendations 
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Word’s pick 

"Midnight in the Cen¬ 
tury" by Victor Serge: In 

1933, the Soviet dissident writer 
Victor Serge was arrested by 
Stalin’s police force (again). He 
was held in solitary confine¬ 
ment for 85 days and then ex¬ 
iled to Orenburg for two years. 
Following that, he wrote this 
book, which takes place in re¬ 
mote Chenor, a community in 
Stalin’s shadow. Here, the Rus¬ 
sian Orthodox Old Believers 
pray on, and the political agi¬ 
tators are still theorizing. And 
the true revolutionaries? They 
are there too, clandestine, and 
planning the next one. Turns 
out, in the dark, among the ex¬ 
iles, there is hope — and the 
slim chance of escape. One of 
my favorite novels released in 
2014, with one of my favorite 
final sections ever. 

— Chad Felix, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383-0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com]. 


teamed up with illustrator 
John Mathias to pepper the 
book with cartoons, draw¬ 
ings, and visual cues to give 
the reader a vivid portrait of 
our nation’s presidential de¬ 


bauchery. They also included 
cocktail recipes inspired by 
the different presidents and 
their vices. 

Brian Abrams and John 
Mathias launch "Party Like 


a President" at PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. between 
Water and Front streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 666-3049, 

www.powerhousearena. 
com]. Feb. 10 at 7 pm. Free. 



Olive Oil Tasting Daily • Gourmet Foods • Wine Bar 

Gift Baskets & Custom Labeled Bottles Available 


116 Smith St., Brooklyn • (718) 855-2907 
weolive.com/brooklyn 


“So happy we tried Faros!” 

“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere was clean and 
open; Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!” —Yelp reviewer 
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Greenlight’s pick 

"Act of God" by Jill 
Ciment: A slim, weird and 
wonderful literary book set 
in Brooklyn Heights, where 
elderly identical twin tenants 
have discovered a phospho¬ 
rescent mushroom growing in 
their closet. The city deems it 
toxic, so the discovery leads 
to the building’s evacuation, 
and to greater calamities for 
the surrounding neighborhood 
and for the city at large, as 
more mushrooms are dis¬ 
covered. The book follows 
the lives of the building’s 
tenants, its famous actress 
owner, and neighbors, see¬ 
ing how the strange turn of 
events affects each of their 
lives. 

— Rebecca Fitting, 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott 
Place and S. Portland Av¬ 
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246-0200, www.greenlight- 
bookstore.com]. 


(baros Authentic Greek Cuisine 

Valentines Dinner 

Friday, February 14th, 2015 


Prix Fixe $50 per person, 
includes glass of wine 


APPETIZERS (choiceof) 
SPETSOFAI 

Stir-Fried Country Sausage with onions, 
peppers and tomato wine sauce 

GARIDES SAGANAKI 

Baked shrimps, light tomato sauce, feta cheese 

DOLMADAKIA 

Vegetarian stuffed grape leaves 

INTERMEZZO 
ROKA ME MARATHO 

Arugula, Fennel, Dried Cranberries, Roasted Almonds, 
Halloumi Cheese with E.V.O.O. and Balsamic Vinaigrette 

MAINCOURSE (choice of) 

FAROS THALASSINA 

Sauteed P.E.I. Mussels, Calamari, Shrimps and Octopus 
with Light Tomatoes Sauce over Rice Pilafor Linguini 

SOLOMOS 

Grilled Salmon with Capers, Spinach Rice, 

Lemon & E.V.O.O. 

ARNIYIOUVETSI 

Braised Boneless Lamb Shank in a Greek Spiced 
Tomato Sauce over Orzo, Kefalotyri Cheese 

HIRINIBRIZOLA 

Grilled Pork Chops with Spinach Rice 
or Housemade Greek Fries 

VEGETARIAN MOUSAKAS 

Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Potato, Eggplant, 
Zucchini, Yogurt Bechamel Sauce 

DESSERT (choice of) 
CHOCOLATE CAKE 

Sokolatina: Vanilla Yogurt Cream, orange spoon sweet. 

EKMEK KATA I FI 

Kataifi pastry dough, custard 
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View with a room 


Artist moves entire bedroom into gallery 


By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

I t is art irritating life. 

Park Slope artist B. Da¬ 
vid Walsh will move his 
entire bedroom, including all 
his own paintings and sculp¬ 
tures, into Open Source Gal¬ 
lery in Park Slope this week 
for an installation called “Ex¬ 
tracted Bedroom Project.” 
While his belongings are on 
display, Walsh will live in 
the emptied room back home 
for the next 22 days, stream¬ 
ing his simplified existence 
back to the gallery and over 
the internet. 

“It’s an exhibit within 
an exhibit, within a perfor¬ 
mance-piece,” Walsh said. 

The idea behind the proj¬ 
ect is that Walsh’s art is usu¬ 
ally on display in his bed¬ 
room, and thus that is the 
way it is meant to be seen 
— intermingled among his 
personal affects. He said the 
notion came about when the 
gallery’s executive director 
came to his apartment to see 
his work and asked him how 
he’d like to show it. 

“I said, ‘Just like this,’ ” 
Walsh said. 

A construction worker 
by trade, Walsh said he 
will meticulously recon¬ 
struct his bedroom in the 
gallery space, framing out 
walls and windows. He will 
then schlep his things the 
few blocks from his apart¬ 
ment to Open Source. Well, 
everything except for his 
fish tank. 

“I have to feed them,” 
he said. 

Walsh’s paintings are 
mostly done on cabinet- 
grade plywood and utilize 
other elements of his profes¬ 
sion, such as acrylic paint 
typically used on walls, he 
said. He also makes sculp¬ 
tures with found objects and 
fragments. 

The installation was 
initially just going to be 
Walsh’s room and works 
in the gallery. But with the 
room empty of his art and 
artifacts, Walsh said he fig- 



Moving house: Artist B. David Walsh will move all 
of his belongings, including his art, from his Park 
Slope bedroom to Open Source Gallery for an in¬ 
stallation. 


ured he might as well doc¬ 
ument his life in the blank 
bedroom. The footage will 
be streamed live to a screen 
in the gallery, showing the 
artist’s work in the setting 
where he lives, while he lives 
somewhere else. 

“If you want to creep on 
me and see what I’m up to, 
you can,” Walsh said. 

Even he thinks the whole 
thing is a bit nuts. 

“Can you believe I’ve 
agreed to do this?” he 
said. 

"Extracted Bedroom" at 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(646) 279-3969, www.open- 
source-gallery.org]. Open¬ 
ing reception Feb. 7 at 7-9 
pm. Exhibition runs through 
March 1. Free. 


Bodies of work 


Brooklyn is a mecca for weird art. So it should come as no surprise 
that the artists really get into their work — like really into it. And as 
another Kings County creative gets set to present himself as the cen¬ 
tral component of his own artwork, we thought it was a good time 
to run down the best instances of humans as art in recent years. 


Human hamster 

"In Orbit," by Ward 
Shelley and Alex 
Schweder, 2014: A pair 
of Bushwick artists spent 
10 days living in, and on 
top of, a 25-foot hamster 
wheel. The pair had to work 
together in order to keep 
from falling over while eat¬ 
ing, drinking, sleeping, and 
even peeing inside of the ro¬ 
dent roller. The project was 
meant to show the give and 
take of human relationships, 
according to the artists. 

Crowning feat 

"Baby X," by Marni 
Kotak, 2011: A Bush¬ 
wick artist accustomed 
to turning major events in 
her life into art took things 
to the next level when she 
conceived the birth of her 
child as an art installation 



Pregnant pause: Art¬ 
ist Marni Kotak gave 
birth in a Bushwick 
gallery in 2011. 


in Myrtle Avenue’s Micro¬ 
scope Gallery. Her husband 
then used the afterbirth to 
create a painting. 

Pill chill 

"Mad Meds," by Marni 
Kotak, 2014: Kotak suf¬ 
fered from postpartum de¬ 
pression after having her 


baby, and went on medica¬ 
tion to treat it. Three years 
later, she returned to Mi¬ 
croscope to quit the drugs 
as another piece of art. She 
weaned herself offthe meds, 
with the supervision of a 
doctor, while living in the 
gallery for three weeks. 

Watered down 

"On the Impossibility 
of Freedom in a Coun¬ 
try Founded on Slavery 
and Genocide," Dread 
Scott, 2014: Controver¬ 
sial Fort Greene artist Dread 
Scott staged a performance 
wherein a firefighter blasted 
him with a hose under the 
Manhattan Bridge. The 
piece was intended to re¬ 
mind people of the strug¬ 
gles faced by civil right ad¬ 
vocates in the 1960s, and the 
limits of democracy. 
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presents 

Venice in Brooklyn 

Valentine’s Day Special Event 


Allow us to take you 
and your loved one on 
a true Italian journey 
filled with romance 
topped with a Candle 
light dinner and the 
staff will be dressed 
as your personal 
“Gondolieri” 

Also special Valentine’s 
Day menu prepared by 
our award-winning chefs. 

Special Valentine’s Theme 
is on Friday 13th & 
Saturday 14th 

Please visit 

marcopoloristorante.com 
to see the special 
Valentine’s Day menu 



345 Court Street (at Union Street) 

For reservations (718) 852-5015 

Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com 

All major credit cards accepted • Free valet parking 



Friends forever: Fans of "My Little Pony: Friendship 
is Magic" will gather at Saint Francis College for Po- 
nycon 2015 on Feb. 14-16. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 

VALENTINE'S MARKET: Fea- 
turuing local food, crafts, 
jewelry, and more. Free. 

1-7 pm. Green point Loft (67 
West St. at Noble Street in 
Greenpoint). 

FREE TO DANCE!: Children of 
all ages learn to jump like 
Pearl, stretch like Alvin Ailey 
and get inspired by African 
American dancers. RSVP 
required. Free with museum 
admission. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Children's Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www. 
brooklynkids.org. 

FILM, "BROOKLYN BO- 
HEME": Screening of 
documentary about the 
black arts movement in 
Fort Greene and Clinton 
Hill from the mid-1980s 
through the 1990s. Free. 

3 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 


MON, FEB. 9 


BROOKLYN BREWERY BEER 
RELEASE PARTY: Cel¬ 
ebrates the release of Wild 
Horse Porter. Free. 7:30-10 
pm. Brooklyn Brewery [79 
N. 11th St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry St. in Wil¬ 
liamsburg, (718) 486-7422], 
www.brooklynbrewery.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES: Featur¬ 
ing authors Peter Carey, 
Laura van den Berg, At- 
ticus Lish, Mark Doten, and 
Kashana Cauley. Free. 8 
pm. Franklin Park (618 Saint 
Johns PI. between Clas- 
son and Franklin avenues, 
in Crown Heights), www. 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, COOL SHOW (NOT 
LAME): Variety show featur¬ 
ing stand-up, characters, 
and storytelling. Hosted by 
Pat Wise and Alise Morales. 
Free. 8 pm. Cameo Gallery 
[93 N. Sixth St. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302-1180], www.cameony. 
net. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
HEARTBREAKER EDITION: 

Featuring comedy from 
Selena Coppock, Jordan 
Temple, Carolyn Busa, 
Brendan Fitzgibbons, Alison 


Zeidman, Kevin Ryan, and 
Amber Nelson. Hosted by 
Doogie Horner. Free. 8 pm. 
Over the Eight (594 Union 
Ave. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg), www.over- 
theeight.com. 


TUES, FEB. 10 


READING, MUSIC GREATS: 

Storytime for children in 
honor of Black History 
Month. Free. Noon. Barnes 
and Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Sixth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066], 
www.barnesandnoble.com. 

MUSIC, ROBERT EARL KEEN: 
$40. 7:30 pm. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486-5400], www.musi- 
challofwilliamsburg.com. 

COMEDY, "THE FANCY 
SHOW": Free. 8 pm. Bar 
Reis [375 Fifth Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 974-2412]. 


WED, FEB. 11 


COMEDY, "FRIENDS OF 
SINGLE PEOPLE": Par¬ 
ticipants represent their 
single friends onstage in a 
dating game. $5. 7:30 pm. 
Littlefield [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855-3388], www.little- 
fieldnyc.com. 

DANCE, "AIDOS": Douglas 
Dunn & Dancers presents a 


performance portraying the 
Greek goddess of shame. 
$20. 8 pm. BAM Fisher (321 
Ashland PI. between Han¬ 
sen Place and Lafayette Av¬ 
enue in Fort Greene), www. 
bam.org. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be¬ 
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams¬ 
burg, (718) 302-1180], www. 
cameony.net. 


THURS, FEB. 12 


"WHAT WOMEN (AND MEN) 
WANT": Match.com of¬ 
fers dating advice from 
experts and an open bar. 
Free. 6:30-10:30 pm. Wythe 
Hotel [8 Wythe Ave. be¬ 
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 

(718) 460-8000], www. 
wythehotel.com. 

TALK, BROOKLYN RENAIS¬ 
SANCE: Filmmaker Spike 
Lee, artist Kehinde Wiley, 
and illustrator Tatyana Fa- 
zlalizadeh discuss the role 
storytelling plays in the vi¬ 
sual arts. There will also be a 
sneak preview of clips from 
Lee's upcoming film "Da 
Sweet Blood of Jesus." $16, 
free to Museum members. 

7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash¬ 
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 


FRI, FEB. 13 


THEATER, "SEE HEAR TASTE 
TOUCH": The Modern-Day 
Griot Theatre Company 
presents its annual a festival 
of one-act plays by emerg¬ 
ing playwrights. $18. 7:30 
pm. South Oxford Space 
(138 South Oxford St. be¬ 
tween Hanson Place and At¬ 
lantic Avenue in Downtown), 
www.moderndaygriot.org. 

THEATER, "THE SINGAPORE 
MIKADO": Theater 2020 
presents a twist on the Gil¬ 
bert and Sullivan musical. 
$18. 8 pm. The Saint Charles 
Borromeo Church (19 Sid¬ 
ney PI. between Joralemon 
Street and Aitken Place in 
Brooklyn Heights), www. 
brownpapertickets.com. 


SAT, FEB. 14 


COMEDY, THE REJECTION 
SHOW VALENTINE'S DAY 
HEARTBREAK HAVEN: 

Standup comedy and live 
music. 7 pm. Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefieldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, SHAGGY, MAXI 
PRIEST, SANCHEZ: $79. 7 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

ART, PONYCON: Convention 
for fans of "My Little Pony." 
$35-$75. 10 am-7 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Rem- 
sen St. between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
www.ponycon2015.com. 

BROKEN HEARTED BALL: DJs 
spin sets of angsty breakup 
songs and sexy hookup 
songs. $5. Midnight. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be¬ 
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams¬ 
burg, (718) 302-1180], www. 
cameony.net. 

THEATER, "AN OCTOROON": 

A modern spin on the 1859 
antebellum melodrama. 

$55. 2 pm and 7:30 pm. 
Theatre for a New Audi¬ 
ence, Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland PI. 
between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229-2819], 
www.tfana.org. 


CHEESE... 

Continued from page 9 
of Mantua, Lombardia. Each 
location is referenced in the 
pairing, he said. 

“We decided to use fla¬ 
vors from both regions to 
describe his sad departure 


from Verona,” said Matthew 
Walker, Nitehawk beverage 
manager. “Gorgonzola Cre- 
mificato, from Lombardia, is 
served with red wine braised 
pork and polenta, both sta¬ 
ples of Northern Italy. For 
the wine pairing we are serv¬ 
ing Gerardo Cesari Valpo- 
licella Classico, one of the 
most consumed and delicious 


red wines of Veneto.” 

The film’s ending — 
spoiler alert — is a bit of a 
downer, but Walker said he 
thought dishes like that one 
will see sweethearts leave 
the screening with smiles 
on their faces. 

“From Verona to Man¬ 
tua and back again in one 
plate and a glass of wine — 


I think our guests are going 
to be very happy with this 
one,” he said. 

"Romeo and Juliet" Film 
Feast at Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. be¬ 
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-3980, www.nite- 
hawkcinema.com]. Feb. 10 
and 11 at 7 pm. $75. 


* 


Vesuvio 


Est. 1953 


1/filen tines 


pre fixe dinner $34.95 


APPETIZER 



(Choose One) 

Crab Cake • Caprino Salad 
Grilled Portobello • Shrimp Cocktail (4) 
Calamari Fritti • Cold Antipasto 



ENTREE 

(Choose One) 

Orecchiette Broccoli Rabe & Hot Italian Sausage 
Lobster Ravioli Vodka Sauce • Linguine Rio Mare 
Salmone • Chicken Vesuvio 
Veal Marsala • Rack of Lamb (add $5) 



DESSERT 

(Choose One) 

Cheesecake Almond Cone • Tiramisu 
Strawberry Zabaglione 


kids menu $15.95 



APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks 

ENTREE 

(Choose One) 

Penne Tomato Sauce 
Chicken Fingers with Fries 
Individual Pizza 



DESSERT 

(Choose One) 

Vanilla Gelato • Chocolate Gelato 


7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn * 718.745.0222 
www.VesuvioBayRidge.com 
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Real people answer the phone at 
a health insurance company? Yeah. 
When 8-tracks make a comeback. 


Surprising, but true. Nowthere’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors give 
you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule) 
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical? 

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com 

0 CareConnect 

Changing what to expect from health insurance. 
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READINGS BY 

GABRIELA 


L * Oft •Palm 
; Tarrot 

• Crystal 
Readings 

>, )l Answers 

You Need 
Today! 

Call for appointment or just stop by at 
578 Fifth Avenue,” Park Slope 

“ — 92^726-7921 


People living with HIV/AIDS 
are protected by the New 
York State Human Rights Law. 
Discrimination based on your 
HIV status is against the law. 
Take action. Contact the New 
York State Division of Human 
Rights. 1-888-392-3644 
orWWW.DHR.NY.GOV. 


newyork Division of 
opportunity Human Rights 


This advertisement is funded by the New York State Department of Health, AIDS institute. 


Tide of change 


With this app, laundry is going digital 


Conviction out, exoneree stays 

DA tosses another conviction, allowing immigrant to stay 


By Noah Hurowitz 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s top prosecutor 
has had a judge throw out the 
1986 burglary conviction of 
an immigrant facing depor¬ 
tation. 

The exoneration of Michael 
Waithe for a crime prosecutors 
now say “never happened” is 
the first following District At¬ 
torney Ken Thompson’s an¬ 
nouncement on Jan. 28 that 
he is expanding the scope of 
his office’s review of ques¬ 
tionable convictions to include 
serious non-murder felonies 
such as gun possession and 
burglary. 

“We’ve been dealing with 


the priority cases, the ones 
that were in prison for mur¬ 
der, but now we have to start 
looking at these other cases,” 
Thompson said after a speech 
at a meeting of the New York 
State Bar Association in Man¬ 
hattan. 

Waithe spent a year and a 
half in prison after Dolores 
Taylor, a tenant in the Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens apartment 
building where he worked as 
a security guard, falsely ac¬ 
cused him of burglary, accord¬ 
ing to the authorities. Taylor 
had blamed him when her car 
disappeared, prosecutors said. 
Unable to pin the vanished 
car on him, she reported her 


television stolen and told cops 
that she had witnessed Waithe 
and two other men grabbing 
the set from her home. It later 
emerged Taylor’s uncle had 
taken her car, according to 
the legal eagles. Prosecutors 
convicted Waithe on felony 
burglary charges for the TV 
theft, sending him to prison 
for nearly two years on Tay¬ 
lor’s testimony alone, the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney’s Office said. 

Waithe, now an organizer 
with a union for healthcare 
workers, kept his nose clean 
after his release from prison, 
and the felony conviction 
faded into a bad memory un¬ 
til 2011, when upon return¬ 


ing from a trip to his native 
Barbados, immigration offi¬ 
cials informed him he was 
being processed for depor¬ 
tation due to his record. He 
found out about the Convic¬ 
tion Review Unit last fall, and 
when he contacted Thomp¬ 
son’s office the unit chose his 
case as its first non-homicide 
review case, in part because 
Waithe’s ability to remain in 
the country was in imminent 
danger. 

Waithe said he was driv¬ 
ing to work when he found 
out that Thompson would be 
asking a judge to toss out his 
conviction, and he said he had 
to pull over as he broke down 


in tears of joy. 

“I had faith from day 
one,” he said moments after 
a Brooklyn Supreme Court 
judge affirmed his inno¬ 
cence. “I just said, ‘Thank 
you God, thank you God, 
thank you God.’ ” 

Despite spending time in 
prison and facing deportation 
thanks to the lies Taylor told, 
Waithe said he has no anger 
toward her. 

“I’m too overwhelmed with 
joy right now,” he said. “She 
has her own cross to bear.” 

Thompson’s expanded re¬ 
view includes “a handful” of 
non-homicide cases on top of 
the 130 cases selected for re¬ 
view, of which 100 remain. 
Thompson’s office has tossed 
11 convictions to date. 

Thompson unseated for¬ 
mer District Attorney Charles 
Hynes in2013, ending Hynes’s 
23 years in office. 


By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 


ARE YOU POSITIVE (+)? 

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. 


perfect sense. 

“Everyone needs to do 
laundry and dry-cleaning,” 
said Rick Rome, a former 
stock trader. “What I did was 
tie an antiquated system to 
technology.” 

The WashClub app, avail¬ 
able for Android and iPhone, 
allows users to schedule pick¬ 
ups and drop-offs, track their 
orders, and make changes. 
The laundry is so closely mon¬ 
itored that users can track a 
delivery truck as it moves to 
drop off their orders. The ser¬ 
vice also sends text-message 
and e-mail alerts if the cus¬ 
tomer asks for them. 

Rome said it is all about 
the ease of use. 

“I’m offering a very conve¬ 
nient service for a mundane 
task,” he said. 

Rome, who lives in Wil¬ 
liamsburg, said he left his fi¬ 
nance job to get into the wash¬ 
ing business because he was 
having trouble with his own 
dry-cleaner. 

“I got into this business 
because my dry-cleaner 
kept breaking my buttons and 
blaming it on me,” he said. 

He started the traditional 
laundromat five years ago, 


m* 

CIRCUIT 

LORD 

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn 


and soon captured most of 
the business in his immedi¬ 
ate area. Then he had to come 
up with a way to keep his busi¬ 
ness growing. 

“Once you reach a certain 
point, there’s a plateau,” he 
said. “By going online, I’ve 
extended my storefront 30 
miles in every direction.” 

WashClub currently serves 
most of Brooklyn, from 
Greenpoint to Coney Island 
and as far towards Queens as 
the edge of East New York. It 
will soon expand across New¬ 
town Creek, and Rome hopes 


Rick Rome shows off his WashClub app, which lets users order and track laun¬ 
dry service from their phones. 


to sell his software to other 
businesses looking to go digi¬ 
tal. The back end gives propri¬ 
etors an easy way of managing 
logistics by making incoming 
orders and a production queue 
available on a phone. 

Rome said his service has 
garnered 10,000 online cus¬ 
tomers since making the dig¬ 
ital leap three years ago, and 
that now almost all of his busi¬ 
ness is from the web. 

“We’ve moved away from 


the self-service model,” Rome 
said, though the laundry 
does still take walk-in cus¬ 
tomers. 

WashClub is competing 
with other online operations, 
and with Delivery.com, which 
allows customers to place or¬ 
ders with participating laun¬ 
dromats through its website. 
But Rome is happy with what 
he has been able to achieve so 
far. He said that three years 
ago his Honda was the only 


delivery vehicle he used. Now 
he said he has 12 trucks and 
25 employees. 

As a way of giving back, 
Rome works with Sunset Park 
High School to provide stu¬ 
dents with clerical intern¬ 
ships, and provides free wash¬ 
ing for donated prom dresses 
through a group called Proj¬ 
ect Glam. 

“We’re proud of what 
we offer, and proud to be in 
Brooklyn,” Rome said. 


A Sunset Park company 
is making doing laundry as 
simple as a few taps on your 
phone. 

WashClub has transformed 
from a traditional laundro¬ 
mat to an online service in the 
last five years, and now does 
95 percent of its business on¬ 
line through a website and a 
mobile app. The owner said 
his transition from coin-op¬ 
erated to e-commerce made 
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FREEZE! 

Bridge Park work is halted 
by city over view gripes 



By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city is forcing con¬ 
struction to stop at a Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge Park housing de¬ 
velopment until bean counters 
can determine whether the 
planned building will ob¬ 
struct the view of the Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge. 

The Department of Build¬ 
ings issued a partial stop work 
order on Monday after park ad¬ 
ministrators asked developer 
Toll Brothers to make sure the 
new luxury building, part of 
the Pierhouse development 
on Furman Street, will not 
block protected views from 
the Brooklyn Heights Prom¬ 
enade. The decision to dou¬ 
ble-check the blueprints fol¬ 
lows outcry by activists over a 
further-along hotel-and-condo 
building that locals say is taller 
than they agreed to. 

The privately run park’s 
president said administrators 
are on board with the work 
stoppage if it ensures the view 
remains intact. 

“We take our responsibility 
to protect the Scenic View Dis¬ 
trict very seriously,” said Re¬ 


gina Myer in a statement. “This 
temporary stop work order will 
ensure nothing is built that will 
impact these views until the 
Department of Buildings ap¬ 
proves the filed plans.” 

A group of community ac¬ 
tivists calling itself Save the 
View Now, has been asking 
public officials and the park’s 
board to halt construction at 
Pierhouse, which is set to in¬ 
clude three buildings alto¬ 
gether. The group formed af¬ 
ter the first of those buildings, 
near the corner of Doughty 
Street, topped out at a level 
higher than many people 
expected, partially obscur¬ 
ing views of the Brooklyn 
Bridge from the Promenade 
with its rooftop mechanical 
equipment and bar. 

Recent Brooklyn Heights 
transplant Lena Dunham 
tweeted her support of the 
“Save the View Now” cam¬ 
paign, prompting several of her 
followers to fear that the pop¬ 
ular morning talk-show star¬ 
ring Rosie Perez and Whoopi 
Goldberg was in danger of be¬ 
ing canceled. 

The Brooklyn Heights As¬ 


sociation, a 105-year-old civic 
group, also raised the alarm 
about the height of this build¬ 
ing, citing agreements it helped 
broker starting in 2006. Myer 
countered by claiming the 
building’s ultimate height was 
always known, and that nec¬ 
essary bulkhead on the roof, 
combined with changes in reg¬ 
ulation resulting from the im¬ 
pact of Hurricane Sandy, are 
what led to the confusion. 

She has also said that the 
Cold Storage Warehouses, 
which previously occupied 
the Pierhouse lots, blocked 
even more of the view. 

The site being scrutinized 
by the city now, unlike the ho¬ 
tel-condo building, falls within 


a special zoning area designed 
to prevent the loss of vistas of 
the distant island of Manhattan 
and of the borough’s namesake 
bridge. Save the View Now 
is demanding the park clar¬ 
ify the height of the further- 
along building, and that some 
of the structure be lopped off 
if it turns out to be higher than 
was agreed to. Members also 
want assurances the other two 
buildings will come with no 
such surprises. 

Park administrators seem¬ 
ingly heeded the latter request 
this week by calling on the de¬ 
veloper to confirm that its plans 
staybelowthe sight line, though 
a park spokeswoman denied 
that the request was a direct 


response to the activists. 

However it went down, 
activists praised the city’s 
response. 

“We are relieved that the 
Department of Buildings has 
taken important steps to en¬ 
sure the construction at 130 
Furman will continue only af¬ 
ter plans are submitted that 
show compliance,” said Ste¬ 
ven Guterman, head of Save 
the View Now. 

The Brooklyn Heights As¬ 
sociation echoed the sentiment 
in a tweet on Wednesday. 

“Construction is halted at 
Pierhouse! The first big ‘win!’ 
Change can happen. Don’t give 
up!” the group wrote. 

The building currently rises 


The Dad passes the wine 



By Scott Sager 


M y older daughter was 
home on her winter 
break for more than 
a month and there were din¬ 
ners when the table was set, 
plates and glasses out, and I 
opened a bottle of wine. To 
pour or not to pour? That is 
the question. 

I offered, every time. The 
reality is that she’s 19-years- 
old and it seems hypocritical 
not to acknowledge that dur¬ 
ing the many months she’s at 
college, drinking is based on 
her judgment. 

Truth be told, I’ve been 
serving my daughter for a 
number of years at our table, 
starting with sips of wine or 
beer, whatever I was having, 
and eventually a glass of her 


own. My younger 
daughter, now 
17-years-old, en¬ 
joys the same ser¬ 
vice. 

I’ve come to 
see drinking like 
any other respon¬ 
sibility my kids 
are expected to learn — us¬ 
ing knives in the kitchen or 
driving. It seems silly that I 
help them master these but for 
some reason, I’m supposed to 
treat drinking as something 
totally different. I want them 
to see that wine or beer can be 
enjoyed, sipped, not just guz¬ 
zled for effect. They should 
know it’s fine to have one, 
singular glass with a meal 
and you don’t have to fin¬ 


ish the bottle, or even drain 
the goblet. 

Of course I could make 
them sit there and watch me 
model good behavior while 
forbidding them a taste of 
whatever I’m having. I think 
all this accomplishes is mak¬ 
ing alcohol seem more for¬ 
bidden and, thus, more desir¬ 
able. It seems the kids who 
drink the most when they get 
to the freedom of college are 


the ones who grew up in the 
most restrictive homes. 

Letting my girls have a 
drink with the grown-ups 
can also be a way to signal 
that I think they’re responsi¬ 
ble, thoughtful young women. 
Drinking responsibly is very 
mature. 

Not so long ago, we went 
out to dinner with another 
family at a nicer Park Slope 
establishment. It was just the 
parents and the older children 
from each family and when 
we ordered wine, the waiter 
brought glasses for all six 
of us. We all shared trium¬ 
phant, conspiratorial looks as 
the glasses were filled and felt 
great that our children were 
seen as adults. The evening 


was a delight and the teen¬ 
agers shared equally in the 
conversation. 

What is gained by trying to 
quarantine my daughters from 
the reasonable enjoyment of 
alcoholic beverages with din¬ 
ner when, in a matter of time, 
they will be able to legally do 
so on their own? 

It’s not like I’m making 
the bar open to them all the 
time for whatever they feel 
like having. There will be no 
cocktails on school nights nor 
nightcaps on weekends. When 
I’m drinking with a meal, they 
get a glass too. Just like when 
they started cooking and get¬ 
ting behind the wheel, I was 
there to teach and coach. This 
is the same idea, but instead of 
being about turn signals and 
chopping herbs, it’s about In¬ 
dia pale ale and porter, Cab¬ 
ernet and Sancerre. 

Cheers. 


slightly above its foundation, 
and the stop work order pre¬ 
vents it from going higher than 
two stories. The final building 
is set to be four stories with 
mechanical equipment on the 
roof, allegedly topping out at 
55-feet. 

Myer said the park stew¬ 
ards will keep an eye on the 
measurements throughout con¬ 
struction. 

“We will continue to moni¬ 
tor construction closely to en¬ 
sure all requirements are ad¬ 
hered to,” she said. 

The park plan calls for six 
residential high-rises in all, 
fees from which are meant 
to fund park maintenance 
forever. 

Toll Brothers did not re¬ 
spond to requests for com¬ 
ment. 
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IS YOUR ROOF READY FOR WINTER? 




Don't get your hopes up 

Crummy's take on Nets turnaround is cautious pessimism 
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T he Nets can’t catch a 
break. 

I know what you’re 
thinking: Crummy, haven’t 
the Nets been playing their 
best basketball of the season 
recently? Didn’t they look 
great before falling short in 
overtime to the Toronto Rap¬ 
tors on Friday and great again 
when they beat the Clippers 
on Monday? 

Yes, person asking a rhe¬ 
torical question of a chain¬ 
smoking pigeon, that’s ex¬ 
actly what I mean. The Nets 
are getting good at precisely 
the wrong time. 

For all intents and pur¬ 
poses, Brooklyn’s season has 
been a fiery train-wreck that 
appeared to officially go off 
the rails when the team won 
only three games in the entire 
month of January. Now, all of 
a sudden, the Nets have Deron 
Williams back, Brook Lopez 
in a groove, and some reason 
for the front office to hope 
that the squad could finish the 
season respectably by making 



the playoffs and 
quietly shuf¬ 
fling off with a 
first- or second- 
round exit. 

I’m here to 
tell Nets general 
manager Billy 
King: Don’t take 
the bait again, buddy. 

For months now, King 
has been exploring trade op¬ 
tions for D-Will and Lopez 
that could potentially restore 
some of the draft picks he’s 
spent years throwing away 
like bread bowls behind the 
Panera on Adams Street. 

The only way the Nets have 
any hope of building a win¬ 
ning future over the next five 
years is if King can unload 
Lopez and Williams and get 
some picks or some young tal¬ 
ent. Take it from me. There’s 
no point in delaying the inevi¬ 
table. It’ll come to a head when 
your wife’s brother hacks off 
your wing in a dispute over a 
pizza crust, and your divorce 
lawyer has to demand pay- 


Flagrant 

Fowl 


with Crummy the Pigeon 


ment for your prosthetic wing 
as part of the settlement. 

As a Nets fan, I gotta admit 
that it was a joy to watch from 
the rafters at Barclays as our 
boys took down the Clips on 
Monday. Lopez was in vintage 
Big Lug mode, just wobbling 
around until getting the ball and 
effortlessly dropping it in the 
basket. Jarrett Jack looked like 
the best backup point guard in 
the league, which would give 
the Nets a valuable weapon in 
a playoff series. 

But no, Brooklyn faithful, 
we have to resist the urge to 
double down on this feeling. 
The Nets are a bigger tease 
than my buddy Carl’s sister, 
Candace, who was always 
sending vibes my way when 



Jarrett Jack, left, and Brook Lopez celebrate during 
the Nets's Friday close call against the Raptors. 


we were chicks, only to tell 
me I smelled like a trash com¬ 
pactor when I tried to make 
a move on her years later at 
a family barbecue. 

The time has come to part 
ways with the core of the inau¬ 
gural Brooklyn team. It’s been 
a somewhat interesting ride 
with D-Will, Big Lug, and Joe 
Johnson, but not a particularly 
successful one. If any of these 


guys can score us some first- 
round picks for the next couple 
years, that should be our pri¬ 
ority. I keep coming back to a 
phrase I’ve told myself time 
and again after waking up in 
a storm drain with an empty 
bottle of Thunderbird: 

It’s time for a fresh start 
in Brooklyn. 

Speaking of which, spare 
a buck for a beer? 
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New ferries on the horizon 

Expanded service for Ridge, Hook, Brooklyn Heights 
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By Matthew Perlman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

New ferry service is tying 
up in Brooklyn. 

The city is adding five 
stops to the Brooklyn wa¬ 
terfront as part of a city wide 
ferry expansion that is set to 
start in 2017, Mayor DeBlasio 
announced during his State of 
the City address on Tuesday. 
The $55-million network is 
meant to add an affordable op¬ 
tion for commuters who don’t 
drive, DeBlasio said. 

“New ferry rides will be 
priced the same as a Metro- 
Card fare, so ferries will be as 
affordable to everyday New 
Yorkers as our subways and 
buses,” he said. 

The Brooklyn leg of the 
new route is supposed to get 


Cross Harbor Freight Program 
UPDATED PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE AND 
COMMENT PERIOD EXTENSION NOTICE 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (PANYNJ) 
have released a NEPATier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to evaluate alternatives to 
improve the movement of goods in the region by enhancing the transportation of freight across New York 
Harbor. The Cross Harbor Freight Program (CHFP) DEIS evaluates both near-term and long-term 
improvements to the regional freight network. Public Hearings provide an opportunity for the public and 
agencies to comment on and provide input on the DEIS. 

Due to severe weather conditions and anticipated travel disruptions, two public hearings that were originally 
scheduled for the week of January 26,2015, are rescheduled. The FHWA and PANYNJ remain committed 
to a robust outreach and public participation process. The public comment period on the Draft DEIS 
has been extended and will remain open until 5 p.m. on March 20,2015. Your comments are encouraged 
and may be provided orally or in writing at the public hearings, by mail to Cross Harbor Freight Program, 
c/o InGroup, Inc., PO Box 206, Midland Park, NJ 07432, or via email to feedback@crossharborstudv.com . 

Public Hearings for the CHFP will be held at the New York and New Jersey locations listed below: 

Tuesday, February 3, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon Street • Brooklyn, NY 11201 

Thursday, February 5, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Bronx Borough Hall 

851 Grand Concourse • Bronx, NY 10451 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015* 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 
One Newark Center • 17th Floor • Newark, NJ 07102 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 • 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Mary McLeod Bethune Life Center 
140 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive • Jersey City, NJ 07305 

RESCHEDULED FOR: Wednesday, February 25, 2015-4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Suffolk County Legislature • W.H. Rogers Legislature Building 
725 Veterans Memorial Highway • Smithtown, NY 11787 

RESCHEDULED FOR: Tuesday, March 3, 2015-4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Queens Borough Hall 

120-55 Queens Boulevard • Room 213 • Kew Gardens, NY 11415 

The DEIS is available to download at www.crossharborstudv.com . Hardcopies are located at numerous 
repositories throughout the region. A complete list of repositories can be found on the project website. 

All public hearing dates, times and locations are subject to change due to inclement weather conditions. 
An informational recording regarding any change in the hearing schedule will be available at (201) 820-2170 
at least two hours before the scheduled start time of the hearing. 

The public hearings are accessible to people who are mobility impaired. Sign language interpreter 
services or other translation services are available, upon advance request. To make arrangements for such 
services, please contact the Port Authority’s outreach consultant at (201) 612-1230 or via email at 
feedback@crossharborstudv.com no later than three (3) days before the hearing for which the services 
are being requested. 

For more information about the Cross Harbor Freight Program or to download a copy of the DEIS document, 
please visit the project website at www.crossharborstudv.com . 
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This map shows the mayor's proposed new ferry network, which is set to launch 
in 2017. 


new docks in Bay Ridge, at the 
Brooklyn Army Terminal in 
Sunset Park, in Red Hook, and 
two in Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
at Atlantic Avenue and at Ful¬ 
ton Ferry Landing. The string 
of stops is supposed to then be 
followed by a lengthy voyage 
to Wall Street on the distant 
island of Manhattan. 

Sending ferries to 69th 
Street Pier will especially 
help Bay Ridge residents, 
who are under-served by pub¬ 
lic transportation, a resident 
who commutes daily to Man¬ 


hattan said. 

“We’re typically seen as 
a suburban neighborhood, 
but we’re not, and I think it 
shouldn’t be that difficult to 
get to Manhattan,’ ’ Karen Hen- 
nigan said. 

A Rockaway, Queens route 
is also set to stop at the Brook¬ 
lyn Army Terminal before 
heading to Manhattan, in a 
reprise of the one that ran for 
13 months following Hurri¬ 
cane Sandy while transit work¬ 
ers repaired flood-damaged R 
train tunnels. 


A Queens resident who 
works in Bay Ridge said the 
floating people-mover will be 
a boon for commuters and far- 
flung parts of the city. 

“Any services linking the 
Rockaways with Manhat¬ 
tan and Brooklyn would be 
great, not just for my needs 
but because we haven’t really 
recovered from Sandy, and our 
neighborhood relies on an in¬ 
flux of tourism in the sum¬ 
mers,” John Rochford said. 

Rochford took the tempo¬ 
rary ferry and said it more 


than cut his trip time in half, 
from two hours one-way to 
45 minutes. 

The new service is sup¬ 
posed to complement the exist¬ 
ing East River Ferry, which has 
a stop at Fulton Ferry Land¬ 
ing and runs to Williamsburg 
and Greenpoint. It costs $4 to 
$6 for a one-way trip. 

A proposed future route, 
which does not have a date 
attached to it, could run from 
Coney Island to bucolic Staten 
Island, then to Wall Street. 

A Coney Island tour guide 
said the proposed ferry to Co¬ 
ney Island Creek wouldbe good 
for residents who commute, but 
dumping tourists in an out- 
of-the-way park wouldn’t pro¬ 
vide the same economic bene¬ 
fits that a ride to Steeplechase 
Pier could proffer. 

“You arrive to Kaiser Park 
and you’re a tourist — where 
do you go from there?” said 
Michael Quinn. “It’s all resi¬ 
dential. It’s better than not hav¬ 
ing anything, but as far as eco¬ 
nomics, Steeplechase Pier is 
the better location.” 

State Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D-Brooklyn Heights), who 
signed on to a letter with other 
pols last October asking for in¬ 
creased ferry service to Brook¬ 
lyn Bridge Park, praised the 
new plan in goofball terms. 

“For lots of New Yorkers 
who live in fast growing wa¬ 
terfront communities without 
enough transit options, new 
service is very — or ferry! 
— good news,” he said in a 
statement. 

He added that the ferries 
will be a good backup in case 
of another devastating natu¬ 
ral disaster like Hurricane 
Sandy. 

“New service will also pro¬ 
vide another option when ex¬ 
isting networks are compro¬ 
mised,” he said. 

The city’s Economic Devel¬ 
opment Corporation oversees 
the taxpayer-subsidizedprivate 
operators of existing ferries, 
and would continue in that role 
with the new routes. The city 
has not yet identified the new 
operator or operators. 


FIRE... 

Continued from page 1 
from the acrid smoke. 

“If it is bad enough, I am 
going to a hotel for a few 
days,” he said. “I have two 
small kids to think about.” 

At press time, firefight¬ 
ers had been on the scene 
since early Saturday morn¬ 
ing and fire officials predicted 
the paper would smolder at 
least through this weekend. 
The FDNY said firefighters 
responded to a call at about 
5:30 am on Saturday, put out a 
small fire at CitiStorage, and 
left. At 6:28 am, firefighters 
got the call about a much 
larger fire at the same facil¬ 
ity, officials said. Since then, 
several hundred firefighters 
from more than 40 companies 
have taken turns battling the 
blaze from the ground and 
from boats on the East River. 
No firefighters have entered 
the building. 

Fire Department officials 
declined to say how the two 
fires are related, or to com¬ 
ment on the possibility that 
firefighters failed to put out 
the initial fire, or that both 
were deliberately set. 

The causes of the both fires 
are still under investigation by 
fire marshals, FDNY spokes- 



Much of the CitiStorage building, which has been on fire since Saturday morn¬ 
ing, has collapsed. 


man Frank Dwyer said. 

The warehouse, which now 
has sections of collapsed roof 
and has been reduced to piles 
of rubble in other parts, sits on 
a valuable strip of waterfront 
land in Williamsburg where 
property values have been 
hovering at about $400 per 
buildable square foot, accord¬ 
ing to commercial real estate 
broker Chris Havens. At that 
rate, zoning puts the value of 


the property at $71.5 million. 
It is desirable to developers, 
fire or no, Havens said. 

“Anyone who is going to 
buy this land is going to build 
something else on it and not 
keep it as a storage facility,” 
Havens said. “So the fire is 
irrelevant to the value of the 
land.” 

Schade believes that the 
CitiStorage lot is now toxic 
enough to qualify as a govern¬ 


ment-designated brownfield 
or Superfund cleanup site. 

A number listed for CitiS¬ 
torage rang and rang, never 
going to voicemail during re¬ 
peated calls. Security guards 
who identified themselves 
as employees of the build¬ 
ing’s landlord forced a pho¬ 
tographer for this paper off 
of a neighboring street, with 
the cooperation of NYPD 
cops. 


Photo by Stefano Giovannini Associated Press / Jason DeCrow 



























































February 6-12, 2015 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500 


AWP 17 


Cop’s victim’s 
girlfriend sues 

Wants $50M for Hook man's 
stairwell shooting death 


By Noah Hurowitz 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The live-in girlfriend of 
the Red Hook man shot and 
killed by a police officer in 
the stairwell of an East New 
York public housing tower in 
November is suing the city 
and the Housing Authority 
for $50 million. 

The rookie cop who shot 
Akai Gurley on Nov. 20 acted 
recklessly, and he, the city, 
and the Housing Authority 
owe Gurley’s loved ones for 
the loss of his life that day, 
said the lawyer representing 
Kimberly Ballinger, Gurley’s 
girlfriend and mother to his 
daughter. 

“Obviously Mr. Gurley 
should not have been shot,” 
said attorney Scott Rynecki. 

4 ‘When you do something reck- 
lessly that causes the death of 
another, you need to answer 
for that.” 

Gurley died on Nov. 20 af¬ 
ter Officer Peter Liang shot 
him once in the chest inside 
the Louis H. Pink Houses in 
East New York. Liang and 
another cop were sweeping 
the dark stairwell, and Liang 
shot Gurley once as Gurley 
entered one flight below, ac¬ 
cording to cops. 

Liang had his gun drawn 
when Gurley opened the door, 
and he fired the fatal shot with¬ 
out warning, according to re¬ 
ports. Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton called Gurley a “total 
innocent” and the shooting an 
“unfortunate accident.” 

A notice of claim filed in 
court on Thursday claims 
recklessness on the part of 
the police, the failure of the 
Housing Authority to main¬ 
tain a properly lit stairwell, 
and that the cops did not pro¬ 
vide enough medical attention 
to Gurley as he lay dying. 

Rynecki criticized the prac¬ 
tice of patrolling public hous¬ 
ing gun in hand, which the Po¬ 
lice Department allows at the 
discretion of officers. 


“There is no justification 
whatsoever for police walk¬ 
ing in a building where there 
have been no crimes with 
their weapons unholstered,” 
he said. 

Gurley lived with Ball¬ 
inger, their 2-year-old daugh¬ 
ter Akaila Gurley, and Ball¬ 
inger’s other daughter in the 
Red Hook Houses. Since her 
father’s death Akaila has been 
asking her mother when they 
can go to heaven and bring him 
back, Rynecki said. 

Ballinger and her lawyer 
met last week with District At¬ 
torney Ken Thompson, accord¬ 
ing to Rynecki, and he said he 
has confidence that Thomp¬ 
son will present a strong argu¬ 
ment for indictment when the 
case goes before a grand jury 
to consider criminally charg¬ 
ing Liang. 

If Thompson charges Li¬ 
ang, the civil suit against the 
city will most likely remain in 
limbo until the criminal case 
reaches its conclusion, but Ry¬ 
necki said accountability, not 
money, is most important to 
Gurley’s loved ones. 

“At this point we just want 
justice to be done,” he said. 

In tandem with the first 
year of Thompson’s massive 
review of cases prosecuted un¬ 
der former district attorneys, 
Comptroller Scott Stringer has 
emphasized seeking pre-liti¬ 
gation settlements to save the 
city the cost of a trial and po¬ 
tentially pricier court-ordered 
damages payments. Stringer’s 
office has so far overseen $24 
million in payouts for wrong¬ 
ful convictions. 

Rynecki said he hasn’t been 
in touch with Stringer’s office 
about the possibility of a set¬ 
tlement, but that he would wel¬ 
come the conversation. 

“We’re open to sitting down 
and talking to everybody,” he 
said. 

A Stringer spokesman said 
the number crunchers would 
take a look. 



Attorney Scott Rynecki, left, satnds with Kimberly 
Ballinger, who is seeking $50 million in damages 
for the the police killing of her boyfriend and 
daughter's father, Akai Gurley. 


Slum-dunk 

Court takes G'point building 
over tenants' sabotage claim 


By Danielle Furfaro 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A housing-court judge has 
snatched a Greenpoint build¬ 
ing from its delinquent man¬ 
agers more than a year after 
the city forced their tenants 
out on the street when their 
utilities were rendered inop¬ 
erable, intentionally, accord¬ 
ing to the tenants. 

The jurist appointed an in¬ 
dependent administrator to 
oversee repairs to the rent- 


stabilized row-house at 300 
Nassau Ave. on Monday, 
but getting it move-in ready 
could take another six to nine 
months. Still, the former, and 
possibly future tenants are ex¬ 
cited at the prospect of return¬ 
ing home. 

“I started crying when I 
found out. It was such a re¬ 
lief,” said Catalina Hidalgo, 
who had lived in the building 
for 10 years. “I might not get 
in there until close to Christ¬ 


mas, but if so, it will be a great 
Christmas present.” 

The victory for Hidalgo 
and her 14 neighbors fol¬ 
lowed long months of tell¬ 
ing anyone who would lis¬ 
ten that the ax taken to their 
boiler, thermostat, and elec¬ 
trical system was an act of 
sabotage meant to drive them 
out and bring in higher-pay¬ 
ing renters. Long-simmering 
tensions with property man¬ 
agers Joel and Aaron Israel 
came to a head on Dec. 15, 
2013 when someone broke 
into the building overnight 
and chopped the utilities. 
When the tenants called the 
buildings department to com¬ 
plain, inspectors declared the 
building unsafe to live in and 
kicked them out, pending re¬ 
pairs. The Israels denied or¬ 


dering the hatchet job. 

The ruling only affects 
300 Nassau, and not any 
of the other troubled Israel 
properties, such the one on 
Linden Avenue in Bushwick 
where contractors ripped out 
the floor of an entire room, 
leaving a gaping hole to the 
basement. 

The Israels manage the 
properties, but the identities 
of the buildings’ actual own¬ 
ers are obscured behind lim¬ 
ited-liability corporations. A 
spokesman for the pair has 
denied they own the build¬ 
ings. 

The Israels did not respond 
to a request for comment, but 
in late December, 2014, their 
lawyer denied the sabotage 
and blamed the delays on the 
pace of housing court. 





Offering 

'dinner, cocktail 
and 

buffet options 
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IN PRINT 

Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 

Williamsburg, 

Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 

Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and 
entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, 
cartoonists and the 
world's best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It's one-stop shopping with excitement on 
every page. 
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ON THE WEB 

No one else — no blog, no website, no "news 
aggregator" — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. 

The award-winning 
site is updated 
several times every 
day, offering fresh 
news, arts and 
features — faster, 
better and deeper 
than any other online 
publication. Visit it 
several times a day — to stay on top of the greatest city 
in the world: Brooklyn. 



THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com 

Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn! 





















































18 AWP 


The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500 


February 6-12, 2015 


Brooklyn Paper Classifieds 


PHONE: 718.260.2588 

bpclassified@cnglocal.com 

DEADLINE: WED. 12 PM 


Career Training 


National Classifieds 

Cadnet Ads 



BOOST YOUR 
RESUME. 
INCITE YOUR 
CAREER 


Gain the media skills that will amplify 
your professional repertoire. Take 
low-cost classes in video production, 
marketing, and more. 

BRICartsmedia.org/bme 

718.683.5645 

BRIC House 

647 Fulton Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 



All Medical Office Assrsianee Students 

mil receive all Ifcetr lexl tarts on a 

Brand New tFtaL. purglQ keep upon graduation 
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AUTOMOTIVE 



all c*rs/mi<ks wanted; 
Running or Null 
Da m vdf Wrecked.OKI 
FREE pick-up and towing. 1 
fell your cat In 60 loeantfi! 

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE GUARAHIEER 
0FFER1 

1-888-524-9668 

www.cashforcar.com 


TOP CASH FOR CARS, 
Any Car/Truck, Running or 
Not. Call for INSTANT of¬ 
fer: 1-800-454-6951 


FINANCIAL 


MISCELLANEOUS 


CASH FOR CARS, Any 
Make or Model! Free Tow¬ 
ing. Sell it TODAY. Instant 
offer: 1-800-864-5784 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All real estate advertised herein is subject 
to the Federal Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
sexual orientation or national origin, or inten¬ 
tion to make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.” We will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. All persons 
are hereby informed that all dwell- 
ings advertised are available on an I 
equal opportunity basis. ui ■ 

± r r J C-n-B&Q 9 4 ■ HI ■ 


COLLEGE www.BramsonORT.edu 

Our mission is education. 


»Paralegal 

• Medical Assistant 

> Graphic and Game Design 

• Electronics Technology 
»Business Management 

> Computer Technology 



Apply Today 

877-479-0705 

Our focus is your career. 


• Accounting 

• Administrative Assistant 

• Renewable Energy 

• Computer Programming 
• Pharmacy Technician 

> CADD & HVAC and more! 


Affordable Tuition • Financial Aid Available • Flexible Class Schedules 
National & Industry Exami Prep • Job Placement Services • Career Internships 


Delete Bad Credit In Just 
30-Days?! Stop getting 
turned down because of 
bad credit Free to start! A 
Rated W/BBB Call Now! 
844-560-7687 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AIRLINE CAREERS. Get 
FAA approved mainte¬ 
nance training at campus¬ 
es coast to coast. Job 
placement assistance. Fi¬ 
nancial Aid for qualifying 
students. Military friendly. 
Call AIM 866-453-6204 


CASH PAID- up to $25/Box 
for unexpired, sealed DIA¬ 
BETIC TEST STRIPS. 
1 -DAYPAYMENT.1 -800-37 
1-1136 


DirecTV! Act Now- 
Si 9.99/mo. Free 3-Months 
of HBO, Starz, SHOW¬ 
TIME & CINEMAX FREE 
GENIE HD/DVR Upgrade! 
2014 NFL Sunday Ticket 
included with Select Pack¬ 
ages. New Customers On¬ 
ly. IV Support Holdings 
LLC- An authorized Di¬ 
recTV Dealer. Call 
1-800-354-1203 


AUTOMOTIVE 



OLD JAPANESE 
MOTORCYCLES 


KAWASAKI- Z1-900(1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000(1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ1000MK2(1979,80), W1-650, 
H1-500(1969-72), H2-750(1972-1975), 
SI-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 
KH400, SUZUKI—GS400, GT380, 
HONDA-CB750K(1969-1976), 
CBX1000(1979,80) 



MISCELLANEOUS 


DISH TV Retailer. Starting 
at $19.99/month (for 12 
mos.) & High Speed Inter¬ 
net starting at 
$14.95/month (where 

available.) SAVE! Ask 
About SAME DAY Installa¬ 
tion! CALL Now! 
1-800-615-4064 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price 
$34.99 Ask About FREE 
SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 877-477-9659 


DISH TV Starting at 
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
SAVE! Regular Price 
$34.99 Ask About FREE 
SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 877-477-9659 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Need Car Insurance Now? 
Lowest Down Payment - 
Canceled? State Letter? 
Accidents? Tickets? DUI? 
Instant Coverage! 
INSUREDIRECT.COM 
1-800-231-3603 


VIAGRA 100MG and CIAL- 
IS 20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 
1-866-312-6061 


VIAGRA lOOmg, CIALIS 
20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE, 
$99 includes FREE 
SHIPPING. 
1-888-836-0780 or 
Metro-Meds.net 


Wants to purchase miner¬ 
als and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to 
P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201 
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Brooklyn Paper Classifieds 

PHONE: 718.260.2588 

bpclassified@cnglocal.com 

DEADLINE: WED. 12 PM 

Legal Notices 

Employment 

Home Imp. 


Notice is hereby given 
regarding Cemetery lots 
abandoned under Section 
9 of the Not for Profit 
Corporation Law at Cy¬ 
press Hills Cemetery, 
833 Jamaica Ave., 
Brooklyn, NY 11208, 
718-277-2900 Section 
9, lots 160-161 Owner 
Frederick Nischowitz. Lot 
93 Owner John A. 
Weeks. Lot 154 Owner 
Joseph Johnson. Section 
3. Lot 24 John Gautier. 


NOTICE OF FORMATION 

of limited liability compa¬ 
ny (LLC). Name: INVENT- 
ABLING LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 

12/04/2014. Office loca¬ 
tion: Kings County. SSNY 
designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to: SIBEL D. 

GULER 39 MCGUINNESS 
BOULEVARD APART¬ 
MENT 3 BROOKLYN, NY 

11222. Purpose: any 

lawful purpose. 


At tFie Matrimonial/IAS 

Part of the New York Su¬ 
preme Court at the Court¬ 
house, Kings County, on 
the day of Dec 24, 2014. 
Present: Hon. JEFFREY S. 
SUNSHINE Justice Index 
No. 50832/14 ORDER 
FOR SERVICE BY PUBLI¬ 
CATION PURSUANT TO 
CPLR SEC. 316 CHRIS- 
MANE DESTINAS Plaintiff, 
-against- EVELYN DAVIS 
Defendant. Upon the read¬ 
ing of the summons in the 
above-entitled action, the 
annexed Affidavit of the 
Plaintiff, Christine Desti- 
nas, sworn on the 27th day 
of February, 2014, and the 
Supporting Affirmation of 
Mirline Cearc, Esq., the at¬ 
torney for the Plaintiff here¬ 
in, affirmed on the 27th day 
of February, 2014, and it 
appearing therefrom to the 
satisfaction of the court 
that the Plaintiff has a good 
and meritorious cause of 
action against the Defen¬ 
dant, Evelyn Davis, for a 
divorce and that the Plain¬ 
tiff has not and cannot lo¬ 
cate the Defendant with 
due diligence within or out¬ 
side of the State of New 
York and that service of the 
summons upon the Defen¬ 
dant cannot be made per¬ 
sonally or by any other pre¬ 
scribed method. Now, on 
motion of Mirline Cearc, 
Esq., it is ORDERED, that 
the service of the sum¬ 
mons upon the defendant, 
Evelyn Davis, in the above- 
entitled action, be made by 
publication thereof in ac¬ 
cordance with Section 316 
the CPLR and Section 232 
of the Domestic Relations 
Law in one newspaper 
which will be in the English 
Language, to wit: Brooklyn 
Paper published in the 
County of New York, the 
State of New York, once a 
week for three consecutive 
weeks, together with notice 
to the Defendant as to the 
object and nature of the ac¬ 
tion, said newspaper being 
designated as most likely 
to give notice to the Defen¬ 
dant, and it is further OR¬ 
DERED, that the publica¬ 
tion of the summons with 
notice shall be made within 
thirty days after this order 
is granted, and it is further 
ORDERED, that the sum¬ 
mons, this order and the 
papers upon which this Or¬ 
der is based shall be filed 
on or before the first day of 
publication, and it is further 
ORDERED, that since 
there are no relatives or 
friends of the defendant 
where the Defendant 
would probably receive 
mail, service of the sum¬ 
mons with notice pursuant 
to Section 316 of the CPLR 
and mailing of the sum¬ 
mons to the Defendant 
should be dispensed with. 
Dated Dec 24, 2014. EN¬ 
TER: HON. JEFFREY S. 
SUNSHINE 


Notice is hereby given 

that an Order entered by 
the Civil Court, Kings 
County on 11/26/2014, 

bearing Index Number 

NC-001245-14/KI, a copy 
of which may be examined 
at the Office of the Clerk, 
located at 141 Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, grants (me/us) the 
right to: Assume the name 
of (First) Adrian (Middle) 
Marcus (Last) George- 

Charles. My present name 
is (First) Adrian (Middle) 
Marcus Luke (Last) 
Charles (infant). My 
present address is 874 
Troy Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
11203-. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, New York. My 
date of birth is March 05, 
2001. 


NOTICE OF SALE 

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK COUNTY OF 
KINGS NYCTL 2012-A 
TRUST AND THE BANK 
OF NEW YORK MELLON, 
AS COLLATERAL AGENT 
AND CUSTODIAN, PLAIN¬ 
TIFFS v. 16TH STREET 
REGENCY LLC, et al„ DE¬ 
FENDANTS). Index Num¬ 
ber: 9945-13 Pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale duly filed on Oc¬ 
tober 8, 2014, I, the under¬ 
signed Referee, will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 
County Supreme Court, 
360 Adams Street, Brook¬ 
lyn, New York, on March 5, 
2015 at 2:30 o’clock in the 
afternoon of that day, the 
premises known as 198 
16th Street, PI 6, Brookyln, 
New York. All that certain 
plot, piece or parcel of 
land, situate, lying and be¬ 
ing in the Borough of 
Kings, County of Kings, 
City and State of New 
York, known and designat¬ 
ed as Block 1053 and Lot 
1248. Approximate amount 
of judgment is $2,677.80 
plus interest and costs. 
Premises will be sold sub¬ 
ject to the provisions of the 
filed Judgment of Foreclo¬ 
sure and Sale and Terms 
of Sale. Ira Forman, Esq., 
Referee 

Attorney(s) for Plaintiffs 
Phillips Lytle LLP, 1400 
First Federal Plaza, Roch¬ 
ester, New York 14614 
Telephone No. 

(585) 758-2110 


CARE AND PROTECTION 

TERMINATION OF PA¬ 
RENTAL RIGHTS 
SUMMONS BY PUBLICA¬ 
TION DOCKET NUMBER 
14CP0354NE COMMON¬ 
WEALTH OF MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS Bristol County 
Juvenile Court 75 No. Sixth 
Street New Bedford, MA 
02740 TO: Matthew Fran¬ 
cis Coco or any un¬ 
known/unnamed person 
claiming to be the father of 
Anthony Coco A petition 
has been presented to this 
court by Dept, of Child and 
Families (New Bedford), 
seeking, as to, Anthony 
Coco, that said child(ren) 
be found in need of care 
and protection and commit¬ 
ted to the Department of 
Children and Families. The 
court may dispense the 
rights of the person(s) 
named herein to receive 
notice of or to consent to 
any legal proceeding af¬ 
fecting the adoption, custo¬ 
dy, or guardianship or any 
other disposition of the 
child(ren) named herein, if 
it finds that the child(ren) 
is/are in need of care and 
protection and that the best 
interests of the child(ren) 
would be served by said 
disposition. You are hereby 
ORDERED to appear in 
this court, at the court ad¬ 
dress set forth above, on 
the following date and time: 
03/12/2015 09:00 AM Pre 
Trial Conference (CR/CV) 
You may bring an attorney 
with you. If you have a right 
to an attorney and if the 
court determines that you 
are indigent, the court will 
appoint an attorney to rep¬ 
resent you. If you fail to ap¬ 
pear, the court may pro¬ 
ceed on that date and any 
date thereafter with a trial 
on the merits of the petition 
and an adjudication of this 
matter. For further informa¬ 
tion call the Office of the 
Clerk-Magistrate at 

508-990-4608. WITNESS: 
Hon. Bettina Borders 
FIRST JUSTICE DATE IS¬ 
SUED: 12/03/2014 Ronald 
C. Arruda Clerk Magistrate 


CARE AND PROTECTION 

TERMINATION OF PA¬ 
RENTAL RIGHTS SUM¬ 
MONS BY PUBLICATION 
DOCKET NUMBER 

14CP0354NE COMMON¬ 
WEALTH OF MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS Bristol County 
Juvenile Court 75 No. Sixth 
Street New Bedford, MA 
02740 TO: Hector Ruiz 
Serrano or any un¬ 
known/unnamed person 
claiming to be the father of 
Angel Serrano A petition 
has been presented to this 
court by Dept, of Child and 
Families (New Bedford), 
seeking, as to, Angel Ser¬ 
rano, that said child(ren) be 
found in need of care and 
protection and committed 
to the Department of Chil¬ 
dren and Families. The 
court may dispense the 
rights of the person(s) 
named herein to receive 
notice of or to consent to 
any legal proceeding af¬ 
fecting the adoption, custo¬ 
dy, or guardianship or any 
other disposition of the 
child(ren) named herein, if 
it finds that the child(ren) 
is/are in need of care and 
protection and that the best 
interests of the child(ren) 
would be served by said 
disposition. You are hereby 
ORDERED to appear in 
this court, at the court ad¬ 
dress set forth above, on 
the following date and time: 
03/12/2015 09:00 AM Pre 
Trial Conference (CR/CV) 
You may bring an attorney 
with you. If you have a right 
to an attorney and if the 
court determines that you 
are indigent, the court will 
appoint an attorney to rep¬ 
resent you. If you fail to ap¬ 
pear, the court may pro¬ 
ceed on that date and any 
date thereafter with a trial 
on the merits of the petition 
and an adjudication of this 
matter. For further informa¬ 
tion call the Office of the 
Clerk-Magistrate at 

508-990-4608. WITNESS: 
Hon. Bettina Borders 
FIRST JUSTICE DATE IS¬ 
SUED: 12/03/2014 Ronald 
C. Arruda Clerk Magistrate 


Call 718-260-2588 
to advertise here 


Miscellaneous 


MERCHANDISE 

WANTED 


CASH for Coins! Buying 
Gold & Silver. Also Stamps 
& Paper Money, Comics, 
Entire Collections, Estates. 
Travel to your home. Call 
Marc in NJ: 

1-800-488-4175 


TOP CASH PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920’s 
thru 1980’s. Gibson, Mar¬ 
tin, Fender, Gretsch, Epi- 
phone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie 

State, D’Angelico, Strom- 
berg. And Gibson Mando- 
lins/Banjos. 
1-800-401-0440 



AUTOS FOR SALE 


Beige, 2002 Cadillac. 4 Dr 
Sedan, Very Good, Hwy 
Mile: 140K. $4,000 Neg. 

OWNER: 718-946-2856 or 
917-597-9916 


AUTOS WANTED 


Donate your car to Wheels 
For Wishes, benefiting 
Make-A-Wish. We offer 
free towing and your dona¬ 
tion is 100% tax deductible. 
Call (855) 376-9474 


DONATE YOUR CAR 

Wheels For Wishes benefiting 

* 

MAKE(£yiSH. 

Metro New York and i() 0 o/o 'TL, 

Western New York ped 01 "”' 



‘Free Vehicle/Boat Pickup ANYWHERE 
*We Accept All Vehicles Running or Not 

WheelsForWishes.org 


__ 

Call: (917) 336-1254 


OBITUARY 


Commemorate your loved 
one with an Obituary Notice 
in your local community 
newspapers. 

Let us help you create 
a beautiful , personalized 
and lasting memory. 


Call for details 

718 . 260.2555 


ThgBrooklyn Paper 


_ 


Find Everything You’re Looking For Right Here 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Place your ad in the next edition call: 


718 - 260-2588 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All employment advertised herein is subject 
to section 296 of the human rights law, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any preference, limi¬ 
tation or discrimination because of race, color, 
creed, national origin, disability, marital status, 
sex, age, sexual orientation, or arrest conviction 
record, or intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. Title 29, U.S. Code, 
Chap 630, excludes the Federal Gov’t from the 
age discrimination provisions. This newspaper 
will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
employment which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are informed that employment offerings 
advertised in this newspaper are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All employment advertised 
herein is subject to section 
296 of the human rights 
law, which makes it illegal 
to advertise any prefer¬ 
ence, limitation or discrimi¬ 
nation because of race, 
color, creed, national ori¬ 
gin, disability, marital stat¬ 
us, sex, age, sexual orien¬ 
tation, or arrest conviction 
record, or intention to make 
any such preference, limi¬ 
tation, or discrimination. Ti¬ 
tle 29, U.S. Code, Chap 
630, excludes the Federal 
Gov’t from the age dis¬ 
crimination provisions. This 
newspaper will not know¬ 
ingly accept any advertis¬ 
ing for employment which 
is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are informed 
that employment offerings 
advertised in this newspa¬ 
per are available on an 
equal opportunity basis. 


HELP WANTED 


The R. Shawn McBride 
Law Office, P.L.L.C. is 

hiring for an Associate At¬ 
torney position in Brook¬ 
lyn, NY. Duties include 
advising domestic and 
foreign clients including 
PE funds on transactions 
pertaining to mergers & 
acquisitions, joint ven¬ 
tures and investments in 
diverse sectors and relat¬ 
ed business laws; repre¬ 
senting clients in litigation 
matters. To apply for this 
position, please submit 
your resume to Recruit¬ 
ing, 

The R. Shawn McBride 
Law Office, P.L.L.C., 
10440 North Central Ex¬ 
pressway #800, Dallas, 
TX 75231, reference 
Req# 150120. 


JOB 

INFORMATION 


Leticia James Warns 
Consumers About 
Classified Ads 
Toll numbers may be 
a direct line to trouble. 
Classified ads are intended 
to help people by facilitat¬ 
ing communication and 
advertising available ser¬ 
vices; however, some of 
the hotlines & service num¬ 
bers in classifieds actually 
hurt the people who rely on 
them by cheating them of 
their hard-earned dollars. 
“Most newspapers print a 
disclaimer in their classified 
ad section to warn readers 
about numbers that are a 
direct line to trouble. Any 
number starting with 900, 
540, 595 or 871 charges a 
fee beyond a local call. In 
some instances, ads initial¬ 
ly advertise calls to a local 
number, but then direct 
callers to a second number 
starting with one of the 
paid exchanges. “Consu¬ 
mers must also question 
the legitimacy of vague 
classifieds because they 
too could be a scam. Be¬ 
fore responding to an ad, 
consumers should verify 
the source of all informa¬ 
tion & always be wary 
about sending money or 
signing a contract with an 
unknown party.” 

Office of the 
Public Advocate 


ADOPTION 


EMPLOYMENT 

SEVICES 


Ashmatt 

Employment Agency 

50 Job Openings (FEE req) 
Construction, Restaurants, 
Stores, Cashiers, 
Domestics and more.... 

6908 Woodside Ave 
Queens, NY 11377(M-F) 

718-478-5690 


DENTAL 

ASSISTANT 

TRAINING 

P/T Eve Program in 
B’klyn, Queens, LI. & 
Westchester. Placement 


JOB 

INFORMATION 


WELDING CAREERS- 
Hands on training for ca¬ 
reer opportunities in avia¬ 
tion, automotive, manufac¬ 
turing and more. Financial 
aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. 
CALL AIM 855-325-0399 


WELDING CAREERS- 
Hands on training for ca¬ 
reer opportunities in avia¬ 
tion, automotive, manufac¬ 
turing and more. Financial 
aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. 
CALL AIM 855-325-0399 


A childless young married 
couple (she-30/he-37) 
seeks to adopt. Will be 
hands-on mom/devoted 
dad. Financial security. Ex¬ 
penses paid. Call/text. 
Mary & Adam. 
1-800-790-5260. 


ADOPTION: Unplanned 

Pregnancy? Caring li¬ 
censed adoption agency 
provides financial and 
emotional support. Choose 
from loving pre-approved 
families. Call Joy toll free 
1-866-922-3678 or confi¬ 
dential email: 

Adopt@ ForeverFamilies 
ThroughAdoption.org 


assist. Lie. by NYSED 

1-888-595-3282 x22 


HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 


Jobs NYC 


Start Your Career 


With A Job That’s Right For You! 


Try Real-Time Job Matching™ & get hired fast. 


www.DreamJobsNYC.com 


To Advertise 


CONSTRUCTION 



NEW HEIGHTS 

rfA \ 

CONSTRUCTION LLC 


Siding • Windows • Roofing 


Fences • Kitchens • Painting • Baths 
Basements • Decks • Doors 
Awnings • Patio Enclosures 


i Brick Pointing • Concrete Stucco 


FALL SPECIALS VISIT OUR ONLINE 

ON WINDOWS SHOWROOM 

800 - 525-5102 
718 - 767-0044 

ESTIMATES NEWHEIGHTSC0NSTRUCTI0NLLC.COM 



ELECTRICIANS 


JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
( 718 ) 875-6100 
( 212 ) 475-6100 

A33-02 


MOVERS-LICENSED 


ARIKJ. MOVING & STORAGE 

SPECIAL LOCAL RATES 

2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr. 

3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr. 

4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr. 

ms Licensed & Insured 

www.Arikmoving.com 

Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-M0VE 
US DOT #130966 

The Company has the right to change prices any time. 


PAINTING 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 
LIC. #0864865 

718 - 871-1504 



R. Estate 


0R00KLYN 
GARAGE FOR RENT 


PUBLISHER’S NOTICE 

All real estate advertised 
herein is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination 
because of race, color, re¬ 
ligion, sex, handicap, famil¬ 
ial status, sexual orienta¬ 
tion or national origin, or in¬ 
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any ad¬ 
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 
advertised are jt 
available on an f'w S 
equal opportunity 
basis. 


VACATION HOME 
FOR RENT 


OCEAN CITY, MARY¬ 
LAND. Best selection of af¬ 
fordable rentals. Full/ par¬ 
tial weeks. Call for FREE 
brochure. Open daily. Holi¬ 
day Resort Services. 
1-800-638-2102. Online 
reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com 


NYSL0TS 
& ACREAGE 


ABANDONED FARM AB¬ 
SOLUTE LAND SELL 
OFF! 4 acres- Views- 

$17,900 6 acres- Stream- 

$24,900 Just west of Coop- 
erstown! State Land, 

ponds, apple trees & 
woods! Buy before 1/31 
and WE PAY CLOSING 
COSTS! EZ terms! 

888-905-8847 NewYork- 
LandandLakes.com 


AIRLINE CAREERS begin 
here Get FAA approved 
Aviation Maintenance 
Technician training. Finan¬ 
cial aid for qualified stu¬ 
dents - Housing available. 
Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM 866-296-7093 


BANK REPO’D! 10 acres- 
$19,900! Awesome Mtn 
views, hardwoods, private 
bldg site, long rd frontage, 
utilsINo liens or back taxes! 
Terms avail! Call 
888-479-3394 NOW! 


NEW YORK HUNTING 
LAND WANTED! Earn 
thousands on your land by 
leasing the hunting rights. 
Free evaluation & info 
packet. Liability coverage 
included. Bringing land- 
owners & hunters together 
since 1999. Email: in¬ 
fo® basecampleasing.com 
Call: 866-309-1507 Base- 
CampLeasing.com 


In The 

Brooklyn Paper 
Call 

718 - 260-2588 


NORTH CAROLINA HOUSE RENTAL 



JSOTNViltfliriNMr 


TOM.inlniiitakai 


file tali. Wtiitlioj ladfaltal: 


WHY PAY MORE? V 

CALL NOW! 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 

718 - 260-2588 


Cflll718-260-2588 TO ADVERTISE HERE 
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February 6-12, 2015 



Talk 


STRAIGHT 


Featuring: 

Dr. Seth Cohen 

A urologist specializing in the 
treatment of E.D. 

Also featuring: 

A patient who permanently 
corrected his E.D. 


New York Marriott 
at the Brooklyn Bridge 

Lobby Level, Actors Room 
333 Adams Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 


Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Refreshments available at 6 p.m. 
Presentation begins at 6:15 p.m. 


To reserve your space or for 
more information about this 
FREE seminar, please call: 

(866) 233-9368. 


PARTNERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 


An educational series, sponsored by Coloplast Corp., designed 
to inform and empower. www.ColoplastMensHealth.com 


Coloplast 


FREE REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. 


What do men do when Erectile Dysfunction pills aren’t effective? Don’t like the idea of 
expensive penile injections, suppositories, and vacuum pumps? Get the facts on an 
inflatable penile prosthesis (IPP): a permanent solution —covered by many insurance 
plans —which allows an erection as often as you like, for as long as you wish. 

Attend a FREE seminar sponsored by Coloplast Corp. to educate men and their 
partners about an advanced, 

DRUG FREE treatment for E.D. 



















